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The semantic evolution and discourse construction of the "red"

concept of the Communist Party of China: Centered in the 1920s
JIANG Yefei, CAI Sheng
(School of Marxism, Anhui Medical University, Hefei 231200, China)

Abstract: "Red" is a distinctive revolutionary term unique to the Communist Party of China (the
CPC), and it holds a crucial position in the history of the CPC. The concept of "red" has existed for a long
time. Its transformation from a visual color term to a political discourse symbolizing revolution is the
result of the combined effects of social changes and cross-cultural exchanges. In the 1920s, the term "red"
was imbued with multiple negative connotations such as "extreme" "terrorism" and "communal marriage"
in the discourse of imperialism, the Kuomintang, and domestic social perceptions, thereby becoming a tool
to suppress revolution and plunging the CPC into a severe discursive predicament, In the face of semantic
dilemmas, the CPC redefined the positive connotation of "red" through semantic continuation, discourse
confrontation, and conceptual shift, thereby establishing a "red" discourse system that is in line with the
actual early revolutionary circumstances of the CPC. The discourse construction practice of the CPC during
this period not only laid the discourse foundation for the early Chinese revolution, but also provided
historical reference for the construction of the Chinese characteristic socialist discourse system in the new
era.

Key words: the Communist Party of China(the CPC); red; concept; semantics; red discourse; the
1920s
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