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Internal mechanism and implications of enhancing the influence of
think tanks in world-class universities: Taking Stanford

Center for Education Policy Analysis as an example
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Abstract: Enhancing the influence of university-based education think tanks is crucial for them to
function as " policy engines". Based on structural functionalism and organizational ecology, this study
constructs a three-dimensional " structure-function-ecosystem" framework. Taking Stanford Center for
Education Policy Analysis (Stanford CEPA) as a case study, the study analyzes the internal mechanisms of
its influence enhancement from the three dimensions of structure, function, and ecosystem. It is found
that Stanford CEPA has established a two-tier governance system consisting of a steering committee and
interdisciplinary research teams. It has made significant contributions in functions such as policy advice,
academic research, education policy research, and talent cultivation. Furthermore, it has formed a multi-
stakeholder symbiotic network involving universities, governments, media, and the public, continuously
expanding its policy, academic, and social influence. Chinese university think tanks can learn from and
draw on the practices of Stanford CEPA, and enhance their influence by strengthening organizational

structure and institutional design, promoting problem-oriented empirical research, expanding social service

ek H . 2026—02—12
HATH . E R [ RFLEIL AT H (J2124008)
EFRIA 9k BLA1979— LB WAL BIRFSE 5 L 01 BB S S AR E S HT AT



% 3 7

g AR TSR R RN AR TR N FE LB S RS R

DU AR Zm BOR 7 b S 1 379

functions, and improving the effectiveness of policy transformation.

Key words: education think tank; Stanford Center for Education Policy Analysis (Stanford CEPA);

Stanford University; impact; world-class universities
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