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"Technological humanization": Critique and transcendence of digital

capitalism—Based on Fromm’s thought on technological ethics
CUI Fazhan, XIE Hanfeng , XIE Zhen
(College of Marxism, Southwest Petroleum University, Chengdu 610500, China)

Abstract: Digital capitalism has given rise to a series of phenomena such as algorithmic bias dilemmas,
self-existence crises, cognitive deficiencies in thinking, and evasion of democratic freedom, leaving people
at a critical juncture where instrumental rationality has surpassed value rationality. Fromm's
"technological humanization" ideology aims to achieve "human freedom" and "a sound society". This
involves shifting from a single logic dominated by technology to a technological development goal centered
on humans and filled with humanistic care, and ensuring that this new form of social power operates within
the framework of democratic procedures, so as to ultimately adapt technology to the happiness and
development of humanity. Based on this, Fromm's "technological humanization" ideology provides a
practical path beyond digital capitalism. This involves prioritizing an "existence-oriented" in technology
by establishing the supreme principle of a human-centered scale; cultivating a " productive personality"
and shaping proactive agents through education; and promoting "participatory democratic" governance to
reconstruct a humanitarian ethical system.
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