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The construction of red gene’s memory: Based on the investigation of
the 325 Factory of the Wannan Small Third Line in Shanghai

CHEN Baoyun
(School of Marxism, Shanghai University of Electric Power, Shanghai 200090, China)

Abstract: The 325 Factory of Wannan Small Third Line in Shanghai provides an ideal research entry
point for exploring the micro-generation of the red gene. With cultural memory theory of Assmann as the
basic theoretical framework for this analysis sample, the study sorted out the oral historical materials and
archival documents of 33 participants. It was found that the Small Third Line red gene is a "functional
memory" dynamically constructed in historical practice, and it is historically generated through the
interaction of three mechanisms: national strategic mobilization, unit institutional discipline, and
individual emotional internalization. The narrative structure of the red gene contains profound tensions
between individual memory, collective memory and national memory, and this tension is the vivid
manifestation of the historical authenticity and life depth of the red gene. The contemporary inheritance of
the red gene is essentially a "re-negotiation of memory", and the ultimate vision is to build a "memory
community" that can accommodate historical complexity. By activating the "memory field" through the
narrative reconstruction of static heritage, building the "memory bridge" in the narrative integration of
educational transformation, and expanding the "memory dimension" through policy support and inter-
generational support, the study can effectively promote the effective inheritance of the red gene.
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