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Analysis of visibility and accessibility in the overseas communication of
intangible cultural heritage videos: Urban representation and

narrative features in seal engraving short videos
LI Yongning
(School of Law and Humanities, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Using a " visibility-accessibility" analytical framework, this study examines the overseas
dissemination characteristics of seal engraving videos on YouTube and their relationship with urban image.
Based on a sample of 117 videos, the study integrates computational analysis with manual coding to
systematically investigate urban symbols, narrative presentation strategies, and narrative structures. The
findings indicate that seal engraving short videos are predominantly skill-oriented, with limited urban
visibility: only a small proportion explicitly reference elements such as Hangzhou, West Lake, or the
Xiling Engravers' Society, resulting in a weak linkage to local cultural contexts. In terms of accessibility,
most videos rely on close-up shots of hand movements, slow motion, and background music to create an
immersive viewing experience; however, the lack of cultural interpretation and emotional resonance
constrains the depth of cross-cultural communication. Therefore, in the overseas dissemination of
intangible cultural heritage (ICH) videos, greater emphasis should be placed on cultural storytelling and
urban contextualization. By integrating techniques and cultural connotations of ICH, such an approach

may foster cultural resonance among international audiences and promote the synergistic development of
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ICH communication and urban image dissemination.
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