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A new exploration of the mind-independent standard for

defining natural kinds
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Abstract: Interpreting the naturalness of classification based on the mind-independent standard is an
important aspect of defending natural kind realism. The various research approaches regarding the mind-
independent standard have encountered difficulties in explaining the classification of synthetic or non-
natural scientific fields. From the explanations provided along the causal mechanisms among the properties
of natural objects, existing studies mainly focus on the specific kind of a certain field, emphasizing the
explanation of property clusters from a perspective of giving theoretical descriptions. But they need to
explain the principles of unification that support property clusters from a perspective of theoretical
normativity. In the dimension of theoretical normativity, locking the application of the mind-independent
standard to the principles of unification, and conditionally accepting the mind-independent standard, can
provide new support for the defense of natural kind realism. Related efforts need to draw on the research
of metaphysics of properties to fundamentally explain the source and existence of the principles of
unification.
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