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Study on the evaluation of discourse markers’ acquisition difficulty

for international Chinese language education
SHI Renjuan
(Shi Liangcai School of Journalism and Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University,
Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Evaluating the acquisition difficulty level of discourse markers is one of the ways to answer
the question " which discourse markers should be taught in international Chinese education classroom
teaching". The difficulty of acquiring Chinese discourse markers is affected by the degree of tokenization,
the complexity of discourse patterns, and the scopes’ distribution. The higher the degree of tokenization,
the more complex the discourse pattern, and the more the number of discourse wheels in the scope, the
more difficult the acquisition of discourse markers; the lower the degree of tokenization, the simpler the
discourse pattern, and the smaller the number of discourse wheels in the scope, the less difficult the
acquisition of discourse markers. According to Chinese Proficiency Grading Standards for International
Chinese Language FEducation ( National Standard:. Application and Interpretation ) Volume 2:
Vocabulary , discourse marks can be divided into "part-time" and "full-time" ones. The acquisition of full-
time discourse markers with high difficulty is the focus and difficulty of classroom teaching. Evaluating the
difficulty of discourse marker acquisition can help teachers determine the teaching order, focus and
difficulty, better cultivate students’ communicative competence, and can also provide support for writing

reference books on discourse marker learning or developing related apps.
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