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Impact of innovation search of new ventures on ambidexterity of
legitimacy: The mediating effect of resource

orchestration capability
XIE Lin, LI Gang, CHEN Lizhe
(School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The lack of legitimacy is an essential factor in the failure of new ventures. China's new
ventures generally face the influence of both politic and market forces, so how to balance the different
demands of these two types of subjects on the legitimacy of the enterprise is related to the survival of the
enterprise. Based on the theoretical perspective of resource orchestration theory, the study constructs a
model of the impact of innovation search C(including exploitative search and exploratory search) on
ambidexterity of legitimacy, and considers the mediating role of resource orchestration capability. The
empirical results show that exploitative search of new ventures has an inverted U-shaped effect on
ambidexterity of legitimacy, while exploratory search has a U-shaped effect on it; resource orchestration
capabilities play a partial mediating role between exploitative search and ambidexterity of legitimacy, but
play a full mediating effect between exploratory search and ambidexterity of legitimacy. The study reveals
the path of innovative search on ambidexterity of legitimacy, which not only expands the theoretical
relationship between innovative search, resource orchestration, and legitimacy, but also provides useful

insights for new ventures to improve their management of innovative search strategies and cross the
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