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Pritchard’s anti-risk virtue epistemology
ZHU Rong » ZHANG Cunjian
(Department of Philosophy, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: Responding to the incompatibility between knowledge and luck is a fundamental question
challenging the study of epistemology. From virtue epistemology to anti-luck virtue epistemology, the
explanation of knowledge justificaiton cannot be free from the influence of luck. Pritchard adopts the
strategy of replacing "luck" with "risk" and proposes an anti-risk virtue epistemology, whose theoretical
advantages are mainly reflected in two aspects: first, it can provide tools to support action decisions by
shifting from retrospective interpretation of luck to prospective interpretation of risk; second, it can
achieve theoretical simplicity in the epistemological sense by understanding luck based on the concept of
risk. While the traditional interpretation of risk assessment treats the degree of risk of an event as the
probability of the event occurring, Pritchard proposes a modal interpretation of risk, which he uses to
explain the cognitive risks that may be encountered in the process of knowledge validation. The anti-risk
virtue epistemology, in the tradition of intellectual "rationalism", seeks to provide a path for assessing the
"truth of modal explanations of beliefs", and suggests that we deepen the study of the relationship between
beliefs and trust.
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