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We are animals: Contemporary animalist personal

ontology and debates on it
YU Tao
(School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: There is a heated debate on personal ontology in contemporary human theory. Animalism
advocates that "we are animals", we are consistent with animals in number, we are material things rather
than patterns or states, and we are composed of living organisms. Animalism opposes psychologism,
which regards rational psychology as the fundamental characteristic of the person and the ontological
commitment. Animalism is against dualism and the ideas that we are the brain, and that we are
constituted by animals but non-identity with animals. We cannot be transferred by virtue of psychological
continuity, nor can we be "uploaded" as an e-person. We are not a specific part of an animal or an animal
stage. Animalism’s explanation about persistence of persona includes two schemes: biological organism
and somatic animalism. The thinking animal argument is the standard argument of animalism, which has
been refuted. Animalism is faced with problems such as partial thinking, intuitive transplantation,
survivors and dead bodies. Weak animalism is a unified feature of various animalistic propositions,
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