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Analysis of the pyrolysis behavior of polylactic

acid and its mechanism
YAO Ruolan' . LI Xiaolian' ,YANG Hailiang® ;LI Nan' ,CHEN Haizxiang"
(1. Key Laboratory of Advanced Textile Materials and Manufacturing Technology,
Ministry of Education, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China;
2. China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou 310002, China)

Abstract: In order to investigate the complex pyrolysis process of polylactic acid, the pyrolysis kinetics
of polylactic acid and its mechanism were explored by thermogravimetry (TG) and pyrolysis-gas
chromatography/mass spectrometry (Py-GC/MS). The results showed that the thermal decomposition of
polylactic acid took place between 320 “C and 420 “C and it belonged to first-order reaction. The average
activation energy obtained by Flynn-Wall-Ozawa method was 178. 11 kJ/mol. The mechanism of polylactic
acid pyrolysis was mainly random fracture and intramolecular ester exchange. The polylactic acid pyrolysis
followed non-linear behavior, the correlation coefficient of Boltzmann fitting was greater than 0. 9961.
Lactide was the main pyrolyzate of polylactic acid within 450 *C. These findings can provide a theoretical
basis for the recycling and utilization of polylactic acid.
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1.1 FEMH

B H. M (PLA), 5 53 E Nature Works
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1.2 EENE
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Toledo 235D . 7890B-5977A S AH (o 3% — Jfi 33 I¢
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(H A Frontier 2A D #l AG135 BIHL T3 B K- Giig
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THERE AR EER 202 D),

JERE S B TR (EL 70 eV), 243 &3l
Fil m /= 15~650 , A& HIZIREE A 300 C , 1R iRAE
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S 25 BRI M 350,400,450,500,550 °C
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2.2 RANBHNZESW
A Freeman-Carroll #1 Flynn-Wall-Ozawa
PV PLA MR 3h J1%% . Freeman-Carroll
TR Flynn-Wall-Ozawa J7 B W12 (1) —(2) Fi7R :
Allgda/d)]  E  AQ/T)

Alg(l—a)] " R Mg —a)] P
_AE 0.4567E
le(®) =lg_{ Sp—2.315— 2 @

Hofr o MFALR; B NLEMETHE R F K/ mins A N
FERIAF o min ' E AROM#IELAE . k] /mols R R
FEIR AR R B 8. 314 ]/ (mol <KD 5 Tj»j% feg—ﬂg
R N AR L K g (o) RS
Iy eREL
Kl 2 A 4 MR FHEEFRT PLA B Freeman-
Carroll & H £k, L)L Alg (de/dt)/Alg (1 — o) %t
AL/T)/Alg(1—a) ERE, RPEM X R B KT
0. 9900, #FE - ¥ 290 1, 1 26 n9 # B S h 2%
B, R PLA 0 h—9sh 14 . Bl 3 WHE
10%~90% Ak % T PLA #4432 f# 19 Flynn-Wall-
Ozawa % 8 J1 2% 3 b, &k E M R B KT

0. 9990, A AL AT WA R 2 T PLA A
A AL TS
+ 5°C/min
OF x 10°C/min
- 20°C/min

40°C/min

Alg(da/dr)/Alg(1-a)

0.00018 0.00027

A(/TYAIg(1-0)

0.00009

PLA #4## Freeman-Carroll 3

A

6
1.46 1.48 1.50 1.52 1.54 1.56 1.58 1.60 1.62
T'x10%/K!

1gB/(°C -min)

B 3 PLA #49% Flynn-Wall-Ozawa i%

# 1 FH Flynn-Wall-Ozawa 55| PLA 74
[F] 5% 1k % F 1 38 23 fif 06 L Be. S 3 s fk e o
178.11 kJ/mol., TEALREFEFE (R B4 5 2 T R
PO RIEEE W PLA #1118 . BRI R R
7 I BE A, PLA A FT RE 2 SR 6 Wi A B I BEAIL

Wi, s N BT i AL e . B AR A B R
IR AL R PIIS R | o R B I IR R W L Ak 0
TLREREAR .
£ 1 Flynn-Wall-Ozawa ;5B EIARELETH
Mo fRiELeE
A/ % ALEE/ (k] »mol ™) THIC R AL

10 183.98 0. 9999

20 181. 09 0. 9998

30 179. 94 0. 9999

40 178. 31 0. 9999

50 177.92 0. 9998

60 176. 37 0. 9996

70 175.11 0. 9995

80 175.13 0.9993

90 175.13 0. 9994

2.3 AREIRET PLA B REITH
LIS PLA TERR % OO T B ] & i £4
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E’Jﬁfﬂﬁ ZUAIR E N 350,400 °CH1 450 “C R, IR JF
T, B P A S DR B R B 20 A )
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600 °C , Bl T FE k2t 5 DR B B[] 4 i 21 43 1) =
JEE S i o PR B IS TR A Rt P ) 2 e i D s 2
W55, WK 4(dD)—D)
2.4 HBrEYETERESHFE
FIH NIST17 B4 ke R IF455 275 S0k
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TFEOR S DT A YT BE S 22 T L D-N 32 i A1
L-NZEHE = Fie st ik, i T st ik 5
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SRR T 2T 11 55 2 DU o 5 2R T8 412 1 15

B, i 350 ‘CHF 2 b7 55038 % 600 CHTIIZY
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(A —A)
Y= (x—x,)/dr +A2 (3)
I+e ")

Ho A iR TI R A, O R R T R |
N BRBUERGA R A LA, FIE R A ming de
R BN 2 2 TR AR S HL

K2 PLATEEE 450 C THIEERMS~Y

FE N [E] /min Ly ] FFIEE T
1.62 ZERARIR 4 2 28,29,44
2.18 2-T'H 29,43,72
2.42 7R 43,60
3.13 2,3~ 43,57,100
4.52 (] 45,57,74
4. 87 NIEIR 45,55,72
6.95 2-H 3 3-8l 43,57,100
7.77 1-Z Bk FE-2- T R 43,86,116
10. 01 1-Z W4 -2- T ER 43,57,130
10. 27 - TEE 43,72,100
11. 47 3, 4- T HIHE 2, 51k IR i 54,82,126
11. 84 T 44,57,72
12. 82 PN TE T 28 i 43,56,144
13.82 D, L-N 2B 43,56,144
18. 48~19. 24 =ZRIK 56,128,200
21.84~22.97 UEE-S2TN 56,100,128,200,272
25.12~26. 42 HEA 56,100,128,200,272,344
27.89~28.79 NEMEK 56,100,128,200,272,344,416
30.17~30. 77 L ERIK 56,100,128,200,272,344.,416,488
32.30~32. 99 JAC 27N 56,100,128,200,272,344,416,488,560
60 e . : th ] 6 . 4 D P 52 M D, L7 5 M
5o S SIS AR K 2L LB PLA 76 5 R T SRR
£l 1 ROAR A 2 4T 4 4004 78 B OC R RO oK T
i 0.9961, SanchezJiménez 251" 5% H TGA W 5% ¢F
*gg 0r i DAk ¥ B VN D E N X m ol R
g 20} TRA W aE & A AL AR £ th T X el A9
ol WA 0 30y 2 MR K080 5 T ) 84 7
Wy R A BT Al T DS B PLA (1 2 it
0350 400 45(2)%@800 550 600 e, FEALKT 2 0] BE T BOM 2SR Ak L = BAR
Y, ; >,
E5 JUF PLA RBASNEERESLEHE PIRIR ST
14.0x10% 16.0x10%
10.5x108% | 12.0x10% -
K K
E 7.0<10% E 8.0%10°%
S K
Bk o SEUGME BR o SEIOMH
3.5x108 L ___Boltzmann 4.0x10°} _ Boltzmann
. .
077002 004 006 008 010 012 00 004 006 008 010 012
Fif 18]/ min i 18]/ min
(a) PHHER ZZ B (b) D.L-PI3c s
6 ARERIEEMRBER BT R
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&1 7 2 PLA 24y S BR 0 BT ] m /2 144
SENACER I T B 06 FEE BT m /2 56 JEH T
HH R S B S LB BT AL A R . BT 8 R
fife i BE Ry 450 °C 5 3% & v fR BRI ] 18,27 ~
33.15 min AR B, FE R T A RS R
BTSRRI, 098 m/2=564+72n fl m/z="73+
2n(n=0,1, ===, D, PWNRIIYLL 72 B0,
Rl —ANE A 50 (—OCH(CH) CO—) B it 4. Al
—ARIN AR Y 0 R 8 0, — AR AN 3
R, Z2 DURHIERE B T IE U AR = A FRIR
TRBYISr T8 T 22 R Ak bk . RN IR IE
BRI 35— B FMNAE 450 °CH1 550 CRUH IR EE 5175
SR RIAEAINE] , 5 Kopinke' '™ 48 H i3k S5 A 7] fig &
TR FR RS TCIMIER AL .
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& @
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— —en
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0 100 200 300 400 500 600
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8 18.27~33.15 min HEHRIEE

SR IR A R SR e R R Y B 7 A
W] PLA KA-FEHLIET AL, AT GBS K o3 5k L AFFE R
TR L | RS A R B 2 G i i . PLA
TERARIREE T B PA S BB 73 PN A TR A2 48R )
I 32 RN R AT A U 2SR W FRIRAR SR A0
LMY, BB EE R b N AR F R R
TERALRY v RE 2 K N Al R A S E 1Y 7S T8
IRARZEAE , P e R T AR R Y. AL 8 fig
% B S L5 1) BROBR AR SR 0 1) 5 B2 A s b 9 o
JSSE 7 A PR 9 R S AT SR 0 1% ~F B LU BRI SR )
/IMEZ ., Farah 25" HESE R WL PLA RO R4/ 0
KAy [ TR A 4 S 1 R A 4R 4 8

P BT S8 52 8 ) 2 s AN T8O 1 T AR A )
TR A, R IR R T 450 C AR T
550 “CH ™ 1y i 27 3 A A 3 P 943 TR e ARG 3R
Py ULPE 5) BT B SRR R AT — 2 B BEK
600 “CHf PLA P27 1) i EL LA 2 N S BR A ER
AR 10 — ARk L SR = BEAR 7, B W PN 52 R
FHESR P i 2 34 — ALk . CRESE /N T )
(L 5, 25 ERTd FETARRLE T Py-GC/MS ¢
gt BCRFAE B 0 B HEBT PLA )RR HIL R 32 22
JEREAILKTZERI 23 PN B R S 8, A2 A 52 i PR AR
RYPMEANEMRY . BARZYHHLLILIE 9,

3 % it

AR SCR FH AR S B RN A AR -ORE i/ T i 1k
ARG T R IAARAT R B LA, 2215 5]
DI &EE

a) B FLIR W A0 L X [E] 7F 320~420 °C , #4
FREME R, RILIRING i SN PN — . T ik
AE R 178. 11 kJ/mol, T H 5 52 i 5 FLIR 1) #42%
a2 HATE i AR i 3l 1 22 R

b) $REL fife T 8 2 R e 2R LR S 1) 7 4
A3 AT 24 DO 32 B I B AR IR B Dl 350 ~
400 °C, RFLMAE 450 C A=) R 2R
Fit » 3% SIS A S AG AR e AT Oy TN S iR 3R B 0 1
L — B[] {1 22 7] ] Boltzmann 77 B A HIUA .

o) IR PG AL 3 B BEDLIT 2L 5> T N
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