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Research on rural landscape evaluation from the perspective of
tourists and residents: A case study of Shanxiayang Village,
Lishui City, Zhejiang Province
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Abstract; Rural landscape is an important driving factor that attracts tourists to carry out rural
tourism activities. Both tourists and residents are direct percipients and beneficiaries of rural landscape.
However, due to the different standpoints of the two groups, the evaluation conclusions of rural landscape
are different. Taking Shanxiayang Village in Lishui City as an example, relevant indicators of rural
landscape evaluation were extracted by means of focus group interview and expert consultation, the rural
landscape perception of tourists and residents and performance evaluation data were collected by
questionnaire survey, and the differences, formation mechanism and improvement strategy for these two
groups in rural landscape importance identification and satisfaction evaluation were investigated using IPA

analysis method. The study has found that for two groups of people in the rural landscape importance
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evaluation, there are great differences between two indicators of folk customs and the ancestral
architecture. In the satisfaction evaluation, the difference is considerably greater among five indicators of
ancestral architecture, historic sites, orchard landscape, farmland landscape and village layout. In terms of
improvement strategy, the two groups had conflicts in six indicators, including farmland landscape,
residential architecture, ancestral architecture, historic sites, farming culture and folk customs. The study
has confirmed that the introduction of comparative study from the perspective of tourists and residents in
rural landscape protection and development has important theoretical significance. Moreover, the

improvement strategy of each indicator is proposed for rural landscape high-quality development, and

based on the comparison results, the rural landscape improvement strategy is put forward.

Key words: rural landscape; landscape evaluation; tourists; residents; importance-performance

analysis (IPA); Shanxiayang Village
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