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Ageing of inheritors of weaving techniques as intangible cultural

heritage and youth-targeted communication strategies
LOU Lin*", DOU Hongchen*, HU Ruohan*, YAO Chen*", XU Qiujie*"’
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Abstract: The youth-targeted intangible cultural heritage (ICH) inheritance is of great importance to
promoting the creative transformation and innovative development of ICH represented by weaving
techniques. The inheriting status of weaving techniques as ICH is studied with the following methods,
including data analysis, field study, interview, case study and questionnaire survey. The findings of survey
on 38 national representative ICH projects related to weaving techniques and 46 nationallevel ICH
inheritors show that all the inheritors are older than 50 and at the age of 67 on average; provincial-level and
municipal-level representative inheritors also are faced with a severe aging problem; and the ICH projects
of weaving techniques have the following problems, namely aging of products, production decline and
unappealing communication ways. Considering the national needs and cognition deficiency of the youth
group, four youth-targeted communication strategies are proposed in this study, including youth-targeted
products, youth-targeted communication ways, ecological environment construction for ICH protection
and patriotism publicity, so as to promote the inheritance and innovation of weaving techniques.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; weaving technique; aging; youth group; communication;
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