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Production and popularity of great mercy penitential observance

(Dabei chan) and pureland penitential observance(Jingtu chan)
XU Shuang
(School of Marxism,Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018,China)

Abstract: Avalokitesvara faith, Pureland faith, great mercy penitential observance, pureland
penitential observance prevailed owing to the times. Tiantai penitential observance which was popular in
Song Dynasty stressed to know rites. The features of great mercy penitential observance, great and small
pureland penitential observances were the combination of the thinking of practicing penitential observance
for crime fighting, Avalokitesvara faith and pureland faith. Confession ritual was combined with
Avalokitesvara faith to become great mercy penitential observance and combined with pureland faith to
become pureland penitential observance. The features of the great mercy penitential observance were as
below: six methods of Jiejie, explaining the meaning of Avalokitesvara’s sixteen wishes through using
Tiantai Zhiguan, and imaging the appearances of Tuoluoni. Zunshis pureland penitential observance used
pureland faith as the core and practiced Wunianmen to realize the desire of meeting Amitabha.

Key words: great mercy penitential observance; pureland penitential observance; Song Dynasty;

Tiantai; penitential observances
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