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Analysis of hotspot domains and frontier topics of intangible
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Abstract: In this paper, the visual literature analysis software CiteSpace V was used to collect and
analyze the relevant literatures of the intangible cultural heritage research collected in the Web of Science
core collection database from 2007 to 2018. Quantitative research was applied as the main method and
qualitative research was used as the auxiliary method to draw an intuitive scientific knowledge mapping
from five aspects: time and space distribution, subject research direction, research theme, knowledge
base, research evolution and frontier trends. The study found that since the introduction of the intangible
cultural heritage in 2007, it has experienced three research stages of foundation laying, growth and
deepening, but the research has a low degree of cooperation on a global scale, and there is no high-yield
and high-influence institution. The research hotspots of intangible cultural heritage field involve five
aspects: connotation, knowledge and essence of intangible cultural heritage; creative tourism of intangible
cultural heritage; authenticity of intangible cultural heritage; digital protection and inheritance of

intangible cultural heritage; material research of intangible cultural heritage. The research topics of
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intangible cultural heritage are concentrated. In the early stage, scholars focused on the study of theoretical
knowledge such as the connotation and essence. Later, along with the acceleration of scientific and
modernization process, scholar sturned to the application practice and digital protection of intangible
cultural heritage. The research of intangible cultural heritage develops slowly in the cutting — edge and
emerging research fields.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; knowledge mapping; visualization; CiteSpace; research

hotspots; frontier trends
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