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Interpretation of Chinese E-commerce platform image construction

in the British—-American media
JIAO Junfeng
(School of Foreign Languages, Jianghan University, Wuhan 430056, China)

Abstract: The perspective and fairness of news discourse are determined by ideology. Based on the
systematic and functional grammar and the appraisal theory, the paper analyzes the news discourses taken
from the Financial Times and the New York Times on Alibaba’s fighting against counterfeiters and the
counterfeits crisis in terms of their headlines, the texts. The results indicate that the Financial Times
praises what Alibaba has done to combat the counterfeiters and counterfeits whereas the New York Times
favors the brand owners and downplays what Alibaba has achieved in the fight. Comparative reading of the
news discourses about the same event from different media might be instrumental to obtain the truth of the
news event without being misled.
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has placed a unit of the Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba back on

1 The United States its blacklist of notorious marketplaces known for selling counterfeit
goods and violation of intellectual property rights.
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does not carry any penalties,
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¥ which has been working to shed perception
that its websites are riddled with fakes.
4 The company (Alibaba) is trying to gain more international customers.
Michael Evans, Alibaba group president, said.
that the company was “very disappointed” to be put back on the list,
and that  Alibaba was far more advanced in protecting intellectual property rights
than it was four years ago.
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