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Reflection and questioning from" civilian literaturé' to

" lower-class literature"
FAN Jiajin,JIN Lina

(College of Humanities and Communication, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: During the May Fourth Movement, Zhou Zuoren, Hu Shi, Lu Xun and others put forward
different opinions on" civilian literaturé' . Zhou Zuoren advocated " universality and sincerity' ; Hu Shi
advocated" field literature”; Lu Xun pointed out that" civilian literature’
controversy led to the great ambiguity for the concept of " civilian literaturé' . In the new century, there
was a debate on" lower-class literaturé' . About the discussion on concept definition, writing subject, and
bottomrlevel experience, the potential connections could be found in the concept of " civilian literature"
proposed by Lu Xun and Zhou Zuoren.” Lower-class literaturé' and" network literaturé’ in the new century
were investigated from three aspects: literature author, audience and spiritual quality. New century

literature must have the courage to face up to such a reality: the real™ civilian erd" has not yet come.

Key words: Lu Xun; Zhou Zuoren; Hu Shi; civilian literature; lower-class literature
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did not exist yet, and the
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