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Literary world mixed with the color of red, cyan, black and white;

Color study on Tanizaki Junichiro’s literary works
ZHANG Ping
(School of Foreign Languages,Chengdu University of TCM,Chengdu 611137,China)

Abstract: As a representative writer of aesthetism school, Tanizaki Junichiro is adept at applying the
colors with subtle changes and the expression techniques of combining the senses of sight, smell, taste and
touch in visual sense to demonstrate his rich feeling of literary world. At the same time, he endows color
with unique aesthetic emotion and significant value. In Tanizaki’s literary works, the red color is a magic
weapon to sublimate the female leading role and submerge the male leading role. The cyan color always
accompanies the appearance of a siren, symbolizing temptation and imagination. The black color
demonstrates its multiple symbols by comparing or combining with other colors. The white color
symbolizes vitality and passion of life through the female body. In his early works, dazzling pure white and
snow white gradually fade into shadowy obscure white and milk white presented in lunar halo in his middle
and late works, showcasing the return of the oriental ancient mystery. The color world of Tanizaki
Junichiro stems from his strong identity for oriental culture and internalized absorption of western culture.

Key words: Tanizaki Junichiro; color; expression techniques; value implication; cultural identity
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