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Categorization of front-empty-type pattern of words and

expressions denoting person in modern Chinese
ZHAO Yanmei
(Shi Liangcai School of Journalism and Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University,

Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The front-empty-type pattern of words and expressions denoting person is a kind of
structure with powerful word-building capacity. We analyzed it from the perspective of cognitive linguistics
categorization. It should belong to the basic level category. In recent ten years, " X-zd'" X-ké'" X-nan'" X-
gé'" X-kong' and other front-empty-type patterns of words and expressions denoting person have become
the typical members of this category. According to the semantic characteristics of pattern markers of these
typical members and the aggregation function of pattern cavities, they were classified and discussed from
generic, relational and metaphorical aspects, which has not yet been tried in previous similar studies. But
we should also be realized that with the development of society and the change of people’s cognitive
psychology. these typical members can be transferred.
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person; new words
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