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Discussion on compilation styles of Chinese classical
fiction in the Ming Dynasty

LIU Tianzhen
(Jiangnan Cultural Research Center, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: The Ming Dynasty is the booming period of Chinese classical fiction compilation. Fiction
compilation isn't the random accumulation of fiction materials, but contains editors’ subject consciousness.
The selection of compiling styles is an important aspect of its subjectivity display. The representative
compilation styles of Chinese classical fictions in the Ming Dynasty include: chronology. classification,
style of reference books, mixture of chronology and classification, and theme argumentation. These styles
play a unique role in integrating fiction materials and expressing editors’ intentions. The reason why the
compilation of classical Chinese fictions in the Ming Dynasty can widely draw on the strengths of various
types of document compilation styles, and can be used by us, is determined by the" low and inclusive"
intrinsic characteristics of classical fictions. The Ming Dynasty is an era when the concept of fictions was
mature and conscious. The relationship between compilation styles of Chinese classical fictions literature
type also deserves discussions.
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