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Study on the senior system of Xuehaitang college

ZHU Huawei, LI Chengzian

(Tian Jiabing Institute of Educational Science, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321000, China)

Abstract: The well-known Xuehaitang College established in 1820 by Ruan Yuan in Guangzhou has an

important position in the history of modern colleges. Due to the reasons of traditional Shanchang system

and the development of Confucian classics, RuanYuan implemented a unique teaching management system

in the Xuehaitang College, named “the senior system”. The specifc form and duties of the senior system

were to test students quarterly, to guide students in academic studies, to holdliterati gathering activity,

and to comprehensively study the college and participate in teaching. Xuehaitang College existed for more

than a hundred years, had cultivated a large number of scholars and promoted regional circulation of

education mode. In the transformation of modern Chinese society, the senior system became the medium

for the dissemination of “constitutionalism” in China, and made the university management move toward

democracy and science in a certain process. Exploring the senior system can provide a useful reference for

the research on contemporary graduate tutor system.
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