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Knowledge base and hot trend of enterprise
reverse internationalization research:

A bibliometric analysis based on Web of Science
FENG Xiaobin, MA Xiaoshu
(School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: In recent years, reverse internationalization (RI) has become a hot topic in the field of
enterprise internationalization. In this paper, CiteSpace, Bibexcel, SPSS and other software were used to
analyze the related literature of RI in Web of Science database, and to explore the external features,
knowledge base and hot tend of RI. The results indicated that the literature number of RI in 2007 —2017
shows a trend of wave-like rising, and American scholars have led the research in this field. The
knowledge base of RI includes five large knowledge groups: manufacturing backflow, the process of
internationalization, the strategy of competition, the model of economic position, and the relocation. The
hotspots focus on four points;: RI of emerging economies, RI and its performance, the return of
manufacturing industry, and the international ambidextrous capability and innovation.

Key words: reverse internationalization of enterprises; knowledge base; research hotspot; bibliometric
analysis; return of manufacturing industry
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