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Deep concern for woman in the Soviet anti-fascist

war literature War’s Unwomanly Face
CHEN Weiging
(School of Russian, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Nationalism and heroism are the main themes of the Soviet anti-fascist war literature. As
Russian writers have comprehensively rethought the relationship between wars and human over the past 70
years, the humanitarian spirit has been shown in more literary works. In her War’s Unwomanly Face,
Svetlana Alexandrovna Alexievich not only reflected on the cruelty and anti-humanity of the war, but also
explored women’s life values and aesthetic ideals under the context of war. The author expressed her deep
concern and high affirmation of women in war through breaking through traditional female image shaping
mode, reconstructing female discourse and composing female spirit. The work War’s Unwomanly Face
fills in the blanks of female history in Soviet Union’s anti-fascist war literature and lifts the humanitarian
spirits embodied in the literature to a new peak.

Key words: War’s Unwomanly Face; Alexievich; the Soviet anti-fascist war literature; woman
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