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Income Adjustment of Shanghai Pingtan Artists in the 1950s
WANG Liang
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The income changes of Shanghai Pingtan artists in the 1950s shows a transition from a
market-oriented income distribution system to a planed salary system. To be specific, the traditional 30% /
70% revenue split convention gradually transformed into a new income allocation system. Through the
Rectification Movement and with the help of organizations like Pingtan Troupe and Pingtan Ensemble, the
salary system spread across the industry and thus the income was fixed. During this process, the principle
of regulating excessively high income and protecting the basic life of the people with low income was
carried out thoroughly. It was not only an endeavor to create a fair and rational society, but also displayed
the new regime’ s control over the Pingtan industry. Through the construction of organizations like
Pingtan Troupe and Pingtan Ensemble, the new regime strove to balance interests of various classes, to
get command of the society and to realize the shift from traditional social culture to socialist culture.

Key words: Pingtan; Pingtan artists; income distribution system; salary institution
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