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Study on Compliment-response Behaviors in Primary
and Middle Level of Oral Chinese Textbooks

SHI Renjuan
(Shi Liangcai School of Journalism & Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech

University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Three sets of oral Chinese textbooks widely used in China were used as the samples to
investigate the design and preparation of compliment-response behaviors in primary and middle level of oral
Chinese textbooks. The results show that the most common topics of compliment theme are listeners’
talents and skills, and the most unusual topics are listeners’ figures and appearances. It means that
people’s talent and skill are more important than figure and appearance in Chinese culture. Reponses to
compliments use refusal strategies mostly, which reflects the importance of being modest and pruden in
Chinese culture. Oral Chinese textbooks can improve their scientificalness and comprehensiveness of
compliment-response behaviors in the following aspects: to give consideration to both typicality and
uniqueness of compliment topics as well as certain cultural color; response selection may vary with each
individual and advance with times; verbal behavior of the same topic should be arranged in the form of
spiral escalation; to provide necessary pragmatic information.

Key words: oral Chinese textbooks; compliment topic; response strategy; Chinese culture
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