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Language, World and Transcendence: A Contrastive Study on

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and the Language Philosophy of Taoism
YANG Xiaobo
(College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and Taoism converge at the themes of language, world and
transcendence. However, they involve these themes in a different way, thus diverging in the following
four aspects: Firstly, the former draws a definite line between the effable and the ineffable, while the
latter doesn’t. Secondly, the former presupposes two worlds: the world of facts and the other world
beyond facts, while the latter is only based on the world of facts in which there exist two levels: Qi and
Tao. Thirdly, the subject of the former is the boundary between two worlds, while the subject of the
latter dissolves himself in the pursuit of Tao. Finally, the transcendence of the former is beyond the
world, while that of the latter is within the world (in daily life). These two philosophies belong to the
different traditions of philosophy, so their differences can be explained by the different features of Chinese
and Western philosophy.

Key words: language; world; transcendence; Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus; Taoism
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