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New Exploration of the Ten Poets in Xiantong Era
ZHAO Min
(School of Culture and Communication, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The Ten Poets (TP) as the key signifier is used to reversely construct and preserve the
meaning of the term of The Ten Poets of Xiantong Era (TPXE). TP has a wealth of intersexuality. The
whole signifier structure chain of TPXE lacks corresponding certainty and motivation and the signifier is
broken so that the term of TPXE is full of irony. TPXE is not a poetry school, for it lacks some necessary
conditions. Thus, some books such as Tang Chih-yen and Biography of Tang Cai-zi also never regard it as
a poetry school. The individuality of TPXE does not accord with the political ideas of poetics. They also
lack symbolic capital and achievements, so they failed in the placeholder competition in the literary field
and were forsaken in the history of literature.

Key words: Ten poets in Xiantong era; signifier structure; motivation; poetry school; placeholder
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