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On Basic Idea of Althusser’s Conception of History
LIU Tian-xi s XI Ji-ran
(School of Marxism Studies, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Althusser is the main representative of scientific Marxism which is one of the two major
schools of western Marxism. This paper comprehensively elaborates the conception of history of Althusser
with his texts as basis and historical materialism as guidance. This paper considers that Althusser put for-
ward and discussed such thought views that the foundation of society is the mode of production without
subject, the society is a given multi-complex entirety and history is a process without subject and estab-
lished a conception of history of scientism opposite to humanism Marxism with defending Marxism and
criticizing all empiricism and finalism as theoretical objectives and structuralism as essential tool.

Key words: Althusser; conception of history; mode of production; no subject
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