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Taoist Wisdom: an Important Resource for Ecological

Consumption Ethical Education in College
DING Chun-ping
(School of Fashion, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Taoism is rich in ethical concepts related to ecological consumption, such as “being content
with what one has and asking for nothing,” “not distinguishing between the Noble and the Humble,” “be-
ing benevolent and cherishing life,” and “soul harmony and peripateticism. ” These ideas are valuable in the
ecological consumption ethical education for college students. The idea of “being content with what one has
and asking for nothing” is useful in cultivating the ethical view of “moderate consumption. ” The concept of
“distinguishing between the Noble and the Humble” is useful in developing students’ ethical view of “im-
partial consumption. ” The idea of “being benevolent and cherishing life” helps students understand the
fundamental ethical concepts of ecological consumption. The idea of “soul harmony and peripateticism” en-
ables students to pay more attention to the spiritual aspect of consumption. The complete effect of Taoist
wisdom on ecological consumption ethical education in college can work only when every element, such as
course education, practical experience, and environmental action, takes effect.

Key words: Taoism; ecological consuming ethics; college students
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