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Data circle: A new mechanism for capital accumulation of

digital capitalism
JIA Shupin, ZHENG Xiaoyan
(School of Marxism, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: As a new stage in the current development of capitalism, digital capitalism takes data as the
core means of production and the network platform as the main carrier, which has given rise to a new
mechanism of capital accumulation in the data circle. On the basis of data conversion into means of
production, the daily activities of individuals are incorporated into the process of capital multiplication
through a triple mechanism. In this process, the data circle presents the three characteristics of deprivation
of concealment, deprivation of normalization, and deprivation of illusion, and thus evolves a new
structural dilemma: the perception dilemma, that is, invisible deprivation under non-exclusiveness; the
action dilemma, that is, the organizational problem of individualized users; and the legal dilemma, that is,
the paradox of data confirmation and supervision failure. In order to solve the dilemma of data
encirclement, we must work together from the three levels of regulating platform protocol and algorithm
behavior, building data trust and cooperative mechanisms, improving the legal empowerment system and
exploring the direction of data public ownership system.
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