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The generation logic, exploitation mechanism and transcending

path of "play labor" in the digital capitalism era
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(1. School of Marxism, Nanjing University of Science & Technology, Nanjing 210094, China;
2. School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: As a new form of labor in the era of digital capitalism, "play labor" has transformed
individual entertainment activities into value production processes based on the commodification of data and
the production materialization of digital platforms. This has broken the boundaries of time and space for
labor and fully infiltrated the capital expansion logic into the leisure sector. Compared with traditional
forms of labor, the exploitation mechanism of "play labor" specifically manifests as follows: in the
economic dimension, it controls the production activities of workers through alienated labor; in the
political dimension., it erodes workers' basic rights through unpaid labor; in the ideological dimension, it
reshapes workers’ subjective cognition through discourse traps. To solve the exploitation predicament of
"play labor", it is necessary to jointly address it from three aspects: reshaping digital production relations,
breaking the dominance of digital capital, and exposing ideological traps. This is of significant theoretical
and practical value for overcoming the hidden exploitation of "play labor" and achieving the free and all-
round development of human beings.
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