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A historical materialist examination of the dilemmmas

of human subjectivity in intelligent society
HAN Jianfeng » MENG ]Jie
(School of Marxism, Hebei University of Technology, Tianjin 300401, China)

Abstract: The problem of human subjectivity in intelligent society demands an urgent response in the
context of human-machine symbiosis. Criticizing modern Western philosophical theories of subjectivity,
Marx established a historical materialist interpretive path for subjectivity. That is, humans build their
subjective power in social relations based on real perceptual activities, with the ultimate goal of free and
all-round development. In intelligent society, however, human subjectivity remains constrained by the
dependence on things and the social relations derived from it. It faces the risk of losing the realistic
subject, the crisis of disabling the practical subject, the dilemma of an unbalanced social subject, and the
hidden worry of a disoriented value subject. To solve these dilemmas, we need to abandon the one-sided
and static way of thinking and return to a historical construction perspective. To this end, we should
promote perceptual connections in virtual space to return to the real situation, protect laborers’ subjective
rights and interests to advance human-machine collaboration, build an open and shared intelligent
community to give full play to institutional advantages, and fortify our ideological defense line to guard
against value discipline in intelligent space. Only by continuously sublating these subjective dilemmas in
intelligent society can we develop material productive forces with new material products of human activity,
break through the structural constraints of production relations, and move human society from the stage of
dependence on things toward a new stage of free and all-round development.
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