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On the evolution of Liu Bannong’s view of "popularization"

in his literary and artistic practice
LIAO Meilin, ZHANG Min
(School of Literature and Law, East China University of Technology, Nanchang 330000, China)

Abstract: Liu Bannong, known as a pioneer of the May Fourth New Literature, had distinct "popular"
literary and artistic interests and practices. From the perspective of "popularization", an examination of
Liu Bannong's three phases of literary and artistic practice reveals the evolution of his view of
popularization: during his time in Shanghai (1912-—1917), it was embodied in the "playful" and
"recreational" civic "popularization" within a market-driven consumer culture; after entering Peking
University (1917—1920), he conducted theoretical exposition and initiated the folk song movement, with
his literary and artistic practice shifting towards "popularization" among the masses, but still not
completely departing from the aesthetic and stance of intellectuals; during his period of linguistic research
(after 1920), his pursuit of "popularization" among the people deepened further, truly entering the stage
of "looking down" by systematically studying folk oral literature such as sounds, dialects, and popular
characters. Liu Bannong's view of "popularization" underwent a transformation from catering to the
urbanites, enlightening the mind to ultimately delving into the masses. This process not only facilitates
the understanding of his position in literary history but also holds significant implications for exploring
how modern literature and art can truly reach the masses and build a people-oriented literature and art.
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