LI TR F S5 56 K. % 2 M, 2026 F 4 A
Journal of Zhejiang Sci-Tech University
DOI:10. 3969/j. issn. 1673-3851(s). 2026. 02. 010

HFRAEXHREFTHMREENAIRS KRR

ExEE G F
(ZMKFLEEFLFR, ZM 730000)

H OE O AMMBERILEHREXFRAEZLHR.EZRNASZ TS L TASHF TA AL 5 B 485
RE MAHKERESNARFRGE LR, FARFTAEILTR . BEREFAGEEFHA TN A ZIEHETN
HEHREM AT X LA HBR AARE LRSS FoER LN BRI R, R ELEERS N
FEDEBPEREBT ARG IRARE TN BT RES, ARARLFHBOHRES . EFE0REE
2 H )G AAR, AT LR S BT O kR AR AR L E MR AR AR & R S TR 2 BT R 69 R R T S
FrhlatkR) Bl e X T IR BFRARAZERGEX, FAN L SR @mae Ik, bk, TN L= KR
MARREREFFHARELREREFTHAA LG TEARNR. A A EFIRERFRAZLNRIFAHB L. S
T BRI B B 0 R B A AR TR W B A 2 R AR RXA SRR,

EEE: RFTAE LGRS HFIARF T

FRESZS: A81;D033 XHERFRERG: A TERHS: 1673-3851 (2026) 04-0209-09

On the illusion and essence of the proletariat’s transformation

in the era of digital capitalism
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(School of Marxism, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: From the era of large-scale machine industry to the era of digital capitalism, the proletariat
has undergone a transformation process from industrial workers to digital workers, from absolute poverty
to relative poverty, and from concentration in several countries to global distribution. In the era of digital
capitalism, the collusion of technology and capital has led to the illusionary representation of the
proletariat, characterized by its apparent disintegration and disappearance in terms of quantity and scale, a
seemingly free and relaxed existence, an overall increase in welfare benefits, and a weakening and
dissipation of revolutionary consciousness. This has challenged and undermined the presence of the
proletariat as a revolutionary subject in the contemporary era. To clarify the presence of the proletariat in
the current era, it is necessary to penetrate through the illusionary representations to see the underlying
truth. We should grasp the concept of the proletariat as a subject through the class analysis method of
historical materialism, understand the essence of who owns the means of production, dispel the fog of
hidden exploitation in digital labor, analyze the paradigm of the profit-seeking frenzy of digital capital, and
examine the current situation of the appearance of class struggle. It is clear that the proletariat remains a
class that does not own the means of production and has to sell its labor to survive., As a revolutionary

subject, the proletariat has not vanished in the era of digital capitalism. The concept of the proletariat and
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the theory of its revolutionary subject status proposed by Marx and Engels still possess strong scientific

validity and explanatory power.

Key words: digital capitalism; proletariat; digital workers; digital labor
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