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The characterization, generation motivation, and diagnosis and
management path of "Generation Z" network symbol consumption:

From the perspective of communication political economy
SHEN Peixiang
(School of Marxism, Donghua University, Shanghai 200441, China)

Abstract: The online consumption of "Generation Z" presents diverse forms such as image symbols,
brand symbols, virtual symbols, and persona symbols. To explore a rational and orderly consumption
path, this paper adopts the theoretical perspective and analytical method of communication political
economy to analyze the economic structure, political drive, cultural influence, and technological role
behind online symbolic consumption. The study finds that there are complex motivations behind the online
symbolic consumption of " Generation Z". Capital narratives and consumption scenarios activate their
desire to affirm their own will, consumer politics and identity politics induce the need to construct their
self-identity, social consumption and symbolic aesthetics cater to their expectation of gaining self-worth.
and media communication and algorithm recommendations implicitly align with their vision of displaying
self-power. Based on this, strategies are proposed to cultivate consumer subjectivity by disenchanting
symbolic consumption trends, creating a positive symbolic value to foster a good consumption atmosphere,
promoting rational consumption concepts to cultivate healthy consumption literacy, and strengthening
digital technology supervision to regulate the order of the online market.
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