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Analysis of the phenomenon of young people’s "buying anime

merchandise" from the perspective of post-subculture
TENG Guopeng s ZHANG Xinting
(School of Marxism, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, China)

Abstract: To explore the social representation, generation logic and social impact of the phenomenon
that young people are enthusiastic about " buying anime merchandise", or " buying goods". the study
analyzes this behavior of young people to reveal the underlying circle affiliation mechanism and cultural-
economic interaction model from the perspective of post-subculture. The research finds that young people
have created a unique "buying anime merchandise" scene through new media platforms. They actively seek
"like-minded people" through behaviors such as "sharing goods", thus constructing a "new tribe" with a
sense of identity, namely "the circle of goods". The subcultural capital and commercial capital contained in
the " goods economy" show a significant symbiotic and integrated relationship, jointly shaping a social
practice landscape with distinct post-subcultural characteristics. Young people’s enthusiasm for "buying
anime merchandise" is the result of the combined effect of their exploration of self-identity, multiple
consumption psychology and capital operation, but it has also led to the excessive commercialization in this
industry and the alienation of some consumers’ mentality. Therefore, we should pay attention to the
emotional and cultural needs expressed by young people through their "eating cereal" behavior, regulate
the transformation of subcultural capital, guide young people to consume rationally and cultivate correct
value identification, so as to understand and effectively respond to the post-subcultural practices of young
people, and promote their healthy development.

Key words: "goods"; "buying anime merchandise" phenomenon; "the circle of goods"; youth; post-

subculture
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