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Spatial paradox of capital and knowledge: Duality in academic bars
CHEN Jing , XIE Xinyu
(School of Law and Humanities, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 311199, China)

Abstract: Originating in the West, academic bars have recently emerged and formed a specific business
model in economically developed cities such as Shanghai, Hangzhou, and Beijing. Academic bars have
promoted the openness of knowledge production and the multidimensionality of academic exchanges,
enabling ideological collisions to extend from professional fields to the public domain. Focusing on the
newly popular phenomenon of academic bars in China, this paper employs Ray Oldenburg’s third place
theory and Pierre Bourdieu's theories of field and consumerism as analytical frameworks to reveal the dual
structural contradictions of academic bars. On the one hand, egalitarian, dialogic, and non-utilitarian third
place characteristics make academic bars "spiritual sanctuary" for contemporary youth to resist spiritual
loneliness and high-pressure crises. On the other hand, driven by capital, they are alienated into consumer
goods through the construction of consumption symbols and landscapes, leading to the erosion of
publicness into consumptive privilege.
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