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Design, synthesis, and anti-angiogenic activity evaluation of
a linear peptide mimicking VEGF-B

MENG Xiaoli , LIU Lili WANG Lei
(College of Life Sciences and Medicine, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Anti-angiogenic inhibitors that target the binding of vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF) to vascular endothelial growth factor receptors (VEGFRs) have demonstrated significant clinical
value in the treatment of tumors and retinal macular diseases. To further explore novel VEGFR-targeting
inhibitors, this study employed computer-aided drug design (CADD) to analyze the interaction between
VEGF-B and VEGFRI1. The study also designed peptide inhibitor by mimicking key binding sites of
VEGF-B, synthesizing a linear VEGF-B mimetic peptide named Peptide 1. The targeting specificity and
anti-angiogenic activity of Peptide 1 were subsequently evaluated through cell experiments. The results
showed that Peptide 1 had an amino acid sequence of Leu-Thr-Val-Glu-Leu-Met-Gly-Thr-Val-Ala-Lys-Gln-
Leu-Val-Pro-Ser-NH, . a purity of 97. 3% and a yield of 10. 3%. Peptide 1 specifically inhibited the binding
of VEGF to VEGFRI1, with a half maximal inhibitory concentration (IC. ) value of 21.9 pmol
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Moreover, Peptide 1 significantly suppressed the proliferation, migration, and tube formation of human

umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVECs) in cell assays. This study demonstrates the feasibility and

application value of designing VEGFR-targeting peptide inhibitors based on the structure of VEGF-B, and

provides a scientific basis for the development of novel peptide-based anti-angiogenic inhibitors.

Key words: anti-angiogenesis; vascular endothelial growth factor receptors; peptide inhibitor;

computer-aided drug design; human umbilical vein endothelial cells
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UM A 24400 2 B e g A 1) 24540 ) 2
FB 53 s FHAEHIALHI WA , 32 S8 T Pl A N 2 A K
KF (Vascular endothelial growth factor, VEGF)
Ff A& P9 R A K F & #R (Vascular endothelial
growth factor receptor, VEGFR) /™S5 518 1%
O 35 A 1 A8 TS ok BEL B fieh 98 2H 2R 7 SR AR
gty A AR i AR SRR L %2
FAHE 00 W R 0 SE A0, B N T il
PR R R T P A L8 B A P =1/ N0 it s R 45
H s R SR A T U T TR

FEAE FABLEIFIHE A 09 22 55 BRI 3% L b
ERE A B Ny 2 R — KN/ N T I = TR
T 77 ( Tyrosine kinase inhibitors, TKIs) , I
ZhidEJe (Sorafenib) . &F JE & Jé (Sunitinib) F1 i
e (Apatinib) 45, 3 %08 1 52 4+ PEH0 ] VEGFR
V18 it 2 TR VS 1 R BEL DRI 8 908 15 5% 3 6 DT
M A B 5 — 28 M BT VEGEF 5
VEGFR 4545 1 5. 5 [ HTiA ol i & 8 1 26259,
Dl % Ek P $i ( Bevacizumab ) F1 B 1 74 %
(Aflibercept) %%, i & 1 fl VEGF 5% [ 2 45 ¥t
VEGFR KRG H S . LR el
IR SIS — 7R B AFAE ] B R BRPE . TKIs
VR FIHE SRR T2 o B A 322 R B o) P L 5 ) 7
IR FE Bt 24 I R 5 e A Rl £ 2 (1 2R 25 )
THT I A B Bt L S I PR L A S S e 0 55 5 A 7
JEAR B BEE 1 . TN TS KA PR Z ]
(22 IR 254 o DR LA A A A [ 1 L R4 1 4 21
ZEERE ) 5 BRI S SRV TE BT LA B I AR
A= RIS R AT

AT B 1 0T AR 22 IR R B 9 S
AU VEGFR B RARBLIR . RIB VEGEF ki
IR BRI 8, R  THRE 45 & VEGER 1
LRI AW VEGF/VEGFR 9 1ft % 37 2E 15
S Hd VEGF-A fl VEGE-B & VEGF
G 2 A T 0 R AR R L

VEGF-A 45 #4 B3t 1 22 B il 500 8F 52 4 2 i A
VEGF-B W H T % 1) VEGFR 22 KA 50 5 75 47
HIXFEE=

AR B AL B 25 %) 1% 11 (Computer-
aided drug design, CADD) 5 4 #r VEGF-B 5
VEGFR1 WAHE AR RS & 5. it 7 — 4841
VEGF-B SCHEE5 5 AL R MEBUIK Peptide 1,38
o [ ARG R D7 12245 B0 2 IR 91, 0T SR i 36 4
PE S35 (Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
ELISA) 734 Peptide 1 X VEGF/VEGFRI1 454 1%
P AL [ S0V P S8 o A S AR 1S 5 5 20
JHf0 T R S 6 6 A 0 AT A 9 e L LA DA S 2
[1C L4587 A= 22 B i 3R B 9 5 0T 48 R 3 e
T

1 SKEERSY

1.1 MRS

B Fmoc {47 & B 1R . O~ = Z M-y
LR 7S S R 5 (HBTU) . N, N-—2 5 5 3% 2 i
(DIPEA) f1 Rink Amide MBHA # gy H &+
IRAEAR A BRZS 7 4L TR Matrigel® 1 F 26
Corning Incorporated 2% &), A M & Bk 9 B2 40 it
( Human Umbilical Vein Endothelial Cells,
HUVEO) W {1 & fa YRR IRA R VEGE
MmENEAEKHNFZEK 1 EA.EYREBICH
VEGF (bt VEGE) 2 1l F 58 [F RE&-D 24 ], i
A ALYl A 10 B B 5 FZE (HRP-Streptavidin) | ft
22K G W) (SuperSignal West Pico) Il H 3¢ [
Thermo Scientific 24 F] s Tween-20.PBS. Z.Jif ({4 7%
4l 5 N, N-— B Bt (DM, 3 B4l 1 {1 7
BRr T R A BR A w1 5 P e 48 855 5 6 CECMD i
P LT (FBS) I A 5& [ Gibeo A Hl,

A% : A AL ik 20 B 35 3R 46 (35 B Thermo 2
A AR (BT B AR PR /D 203
##% (H A% Nikon A &]) . MD spectraMax L b5 %
SRR (32 B Molecular Devices) . IG5 K
FHEETE RS LI DR B e A BR A DD | 80
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MR (H A 57 Shimadzu Corporation) #1i% T+

PLCT BB 2 A OB A A BRA FD
1.2 ZRKiit

* i Discovery Studio 4+ #f VEGF-B 5
VEGFR1 #4546 Fm, AR 35 SCHk[ 16-17 1/ VEGF-B

VEGFRI-D1-D3
Etoni VEGF-B

et AR

VEGF-B5VEGFR1 #4055 454

45K (PDB 1D: 2C7TW, 5T89) Hi] fig 5 VEGFR A
S A A B L F A OO 1, HE BB X I 4G
#:,, LTVELMGTVAKQLVPS, ), #% ik 1 J5 5
G K5Ol Bk Peptide 1., % R B F ¥ A
LTVELMGTVAKQLVPS,

VEGF-BIf &R

KVVSWIDVYTRATCQPREVVVHL ITVAKOQLVES
VIVQRCGGCCPDDGLECVPTGQHQVEMOQILMIRYPSSQL
GEMSLEEHSQCECRPK

> "’

S U2 Bk Peptide 1
LIVELMGTVAROLVFES

VEGF-B£8 H: U Bk A it

1 CADD iRt ~EE

1.3 Peptide 1 BI& R FN &1L

Pl Rink Amide MBHA #f j§ Sy [ 48 2k 14,
HBTU/DIPEA 45 G5, 2R B0 %) 22 K [ A4
G, M Peptide 1 B9 C ¥iAY 22 %R (Ser, S) F
IR R N 452 2R (Leu, L) 3145 Peptide
1 RRA RS s BB IR 7E B s T b s LU
WHE 1 g/10 mL A9 Lo 1 m A 1 F19 (U5

TFA.EDT.TIS.H,O 4 /AR Ry 94%6.2.5% .
2.5% 1% JJiEHE 2.5 ho b U B LA 1210 AU
FREL A B JBUT Bt T e MK 2500 1 0K, B H
FERUT BEfk R, B0 3 IR, 1551 Peptide 1 AUHLIK;
FHRZE i il 4 A R G aliAb 5 , ARl =95 Y £
R4y BTN oy -k, VR T3k 15 Peptide 1 91 €5
KA Peptide 1 &8 V1B X aifb iSRRI 2 FiR.

Fmoc-NH- () Rink Amide MBHA Resin
| 1

\4
Leu-Thr(tBu)-Val-Glu(OtBu)-Leu-Met-Gly-Thr(tBu)- Val-Ala-Lys(Boc)-GIn(Trt)-Leu- Val-Pro-Ser(tBu)-NH- J

Leu-Thr-Val-Glu-Leu-Met-Gly-Thr-Val-Ala-Lys-Gln-Leu-Val-Pro-Ser-NH, (Crude)

Leu-Thr-Val-Glu-Leu-Met-Gly-Thr-Val-Ala-Lys-Gln-Leu- Val-Pro-Ser-NH,
2 Peptide 1 G VBTN IRER
1 1. Z K ARSI (SPPS) , HBTU/DIEA; 2. H]#] (Cleavge) ,94% TFA,2.5% water, 1% TIPS;3. 4lifk.(Purification) ,
Mobile Phase A:H,0,0.1% TFA;B:80% CH3CN,20% H20,0.1% TFA,Gradient: 10%~80% B in 40 min,

1.4 ELISA ;%M Peptide 1 #1 %l VEGF/VEGFR
%a

Bt 5 pl VEGFR1 (% 0.5 pg VEGFRD il A
10 mL PBS H1 B G#45), LL 100 pL/fLANA ] 96
FLBEAR A, BCE T 4 °C KA 3 %9k 6~8 h,
PBST ¥EtR 3 U, AT i 341 326 BSA ¥ 80X i
FRAIEAT B P41 5 4 22 BORE 5 L PBST #E47 76 B, i
SRR B Y 22 IRV, 5 bt VEGE (5T 12 9K JiE

1 pg/mLIRA G LA 3 AL/ 25 Wk B, 2 i b5
Mo % & 2.5 h, PBST ¥E & 5 K, il A HRP-
Streptavidin #7105 btVEGF 4541 VEGFR. i &
45 min; F PBST 3% 5 U, INAAL2E & BIEY) 100
pL/FL, FE Ak 24 KOG il bR AL 1k 2 k6 E
(Chemiluminescence, CL), H & 75 & & % @k
(18], ZJkXt VEGF/VEGFR (1454 1§l 2 i1
Jr=XunF .
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. 0o/ CL peptide — CL nagative
pisp/%=(1- e — CL e
Heb:CL . A2 A2 RICE CL e
hE AR R ICE CL . 9 PR IRZH A 4k
RO B Disp HZ5 W ¥ VEGF 5
VEGFR 2555,

it Graphpad Pism #2F 5545 21 2 Foi i
W BF (Half maximal inhibitory concentration,
IC,) , BT :2:7%5 3G 19 ]
1.5 Peptide 1 BYZAREK F 51 5 #r & 7& 140
1.5.1 Peptide 1 il 40 BT BT P AG DU

HUZ0 B 35 J3 i Matrigel® 76 4 °C vKAS 7 % .
ECM K23k 5 Matrigel #R B T 1: LIRS . LA
50 pL /FLIHEEINA 96 FLAR T, 7R 4 A KGR 46 v . 37
CWEE 1 h, fHEERE ; OO A K HUVEC, LA
AL 5000 A/ FLIEATEIAR s I A [F] v B2 1) 2459
IS R E 0. 2 pg/mL VEGF By ECM 8323,
FFBEE XTI LA 5% CO, KiFeffirh, 37 C &4
FREFE 8 b, R SR I TR U B, X B
TR P A O B A T 4R
1.5.2  Peptide 1 417 240 B3 5 ) 36 PRS00

BRSO A2 K i HUVEC, 22 18 21 it %% 3000
A /FLAE 96 FLAR b HEAT R A RV BE (1) 25 )
IS R 0.2 pg/mL VEGF By ECM 1555 4
FHEBEE XTI A 5% CO, Bigefh, 37 CR53%
48 h U 96 FLAR . 4% 18 10 gL /AL FLA &AL
HA CCK-8 iR 71, KW 3~4 h, H-F 450 nm JE KNG
sy alll LS
1.5.3 Peptide 1 1 ifil 41 B i T5 M AG

BB A K 19 HUVEC, #: 7 T4 035 5% 6
fLARLTE 520 CO, HiFRAf ™, 37 “CH5 5% 2 4l i %5
TRE] 10096 76 5 S0 T FH G TR AR Sk i i 41 e Xl R
FEHRRIC SR 2 0 b A RIRRES TR 1 A
S s IAAS 5] J5i 125 v B 19 25 ) 85 o MR 0. 2
pg/mL VEGF 1) ECM K535 3 5 B B4 F T
RIJE G 12 b4 BRI S5 40 Sl R Ak 1 R I X3 i R
Spne BZRERIE XA S HHEREBE K,
RN WP

RWH/% _ So hS_Oflz h

Hr Ry, HRRIEE RS, Rl if R X 5 i
S, NFE—XIR 12 h 5 R,
1.6 Fit=EDH

f# ] GraphPad Prism 5 piAs 8. 00 &b BRZE

)XlOO

X 100

SERMGUTT W M R R T 22 T AT REA
2 HR5WR

2.1 Peptide 1 BIA R4

L 2 KA AP R i A R 35. 6 mg
Peptide 1.0} 10. 3% ., Peptide 1 =5 80RAH {4
TS E A E AN A 3 B, B 3(a) H iR Peptide 1
FRIAR BRI IR) S 14. 137 181 3(b) Hh Sk s i) 32 0 s 1l
KM+ 2H " Gn/z 864.3) B g 7 3C h & 1 Y
Peptide 1,
2.2 Peptide 1 #l%] VEGF/VEGFR1 45 & HIiE A&

K H ELISA L& VEGF-B £k 4 5 481 ik
Peptide 1 % VEGF/VEGFR1 454 016 14 . 45 5%
WK 4 s, 78 0.1~100 pmol ¥ JE T, Peptide 1
REA M VEGF 5 VEGFRI1 89454, H AW H %
LR FEARE L IC,, IKF] T 21,9 pmol,
2.3 Peptide 1 BYZAM/K FHMBEFHEFES T
2.3.1 Peptide 1 1l 4 B RS TE B0IE 1A

JER S0 i 1t A5 A B RE T ) — AT e R
BT N BT B B TEE AR SCIHR T Peptide
1 FEAR AR HUVEC JE BURCE i fg 7. 25 3 an
Bl 5 Fis s SAN N2 % B2 LA, Peptide 1 4F 3
AR TN % HUVEC B0 TE B H A T HIE
LA 8 77 Bl e B T T3 5%, 72 50 pemol WREE T
HAMHRIMAEHIRE S 5 5 pemol W& T B9 BH 1 2454 I
1R EAHL (Avastin) 35T .
2.3.2 Peptide 1 #1240 K38 56 (0075 V53 B

£ 14 A 2 P R A0 BT BRI A I T B A
EZ 8, 75 258 i HUVEC 40 J 58 58 52 56 3% 5%
Peptide 1 #ii] HUVEC 40385 A8 11 . Lhtk—2
WA HT AR AR08 7. SER s SRl 6 fros, [l
H /R Peptide 1 £E 2~50 pmol 7 [ P LAk
FEAH A 5 A HUVEC 405, {H1E 2 pmol
WRE TR A HICR S . 7E 50 pmol W JERT, 5 FHE
2i¥) Avastin(5 pmol) A AT HUVEC 455 47
WA . RIS, XF b %A VEGE 755 19 4 g 3
FALE SR A A B M2 5, ULBH Peptide 1 £
IR Y 2~50 pmol 71 2 7 B A B A 41
P #EE
2.3.3  Peptide 1 #1402 B9 TE R 20 B

PN R A LT RS 2 ISR A B B AR 2 — A
SCHMER T Peptide 1 XN Bz LTS A5, 45
WE 7 frw, B SR A4 rE R RRE E R A
64. 926, M B 25 4 DA FAHT (Avastin) H7E 5 prmol
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WHET RYRBERCE 8. 5% iR Z9ie i AE# i HUVEC 40T 8%, H7E 50 pmol ¥ T,
i HUVEC 4iiEAYEF , Peptide 1 76 3 MK M HUVEC i RPIEBE RIUA 4.2%,

1000 -
750 —
= ;
B 500
'ER ls
B F
250+
OrI\II‘IﬁVI\I‘A‘thi ‘‘‘‘‘‘ EEE eSS ESEEESESEESS
0 25 5.0 75 10.0 12,5 15.0 17.5 20.0
B[] /min
(a) HPLCH
100:— 864.3
90;— [M+2H]2‘
80; [M#K+2H] >
70; 589.3
60 F
s} r
& SOF
£ sl
30F
20F
10 :
O E33L8.2 |450'4| 1 6812.|1I76\3A8u 1940'4 1 lllﬁ'sol 1 1 1|5216‘8 Il 1|72|6'9 1 1 |
400 3500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000
JF A E
(b) B
3 Peptide 1 B9 HPLC F0 /R E
100 MR BE(IC, )=21.9 pmol KIMHIF) FEE T VEGF-A #471%11" . CADD
sl . PLET 20 2 80 4RAR, iz N H T 25 M R B 4%
NBLIEZ RS A B R T E K
£ 6o} s ZRRY R R Y R i G T =
a3 HeHg%, T CADD H A 43 F 6k 45 43 730 1 2%
& 40 Rl R o] DL B A A by 22 IR 259 S HEAR 0 45 5
ke 2 BRI R BIe 4E T A B T 2
JIKZG 8 1 T & 5 07 YL R SCiE ik CADD 7 A i
! i i i i TR E 3 BB e o LN S AL
%0 55 -5.0 45 4.0 35 Br 7 VEGE-B 5 VEGERL #) f k45, 83155 45

- WL T AL VEGE-B XeHEZh A i 4% 1928 P 2 ik

Peptide 1(Leu-Thr-Val-Glu-Leu-Met-Gly-Thr-Val-
Ala-Lys-Gln-Leu-Val-Pro-Ser-NH, ) ,

Peptide 1 g A 2 M il VEGF 5 VEGFRI1 1

3 it @ G ,1C,, R8T 21.9 pmol, 5 H Atz 38 iy

[ VEGF/VEGFR ) Z k4 1 50 41 L, Peptide

VEGF-B {05 VEGF Zi PR Z IR AL 1 b A-cL1(IC.,, =50. 4 pmol) Al P-cL1 (IC,, =

A T, 5 VEGE-A KL BB R R M 45 G 56.0 pmol) £ ik 1Y 1% ¥ 58 &5, {1 Lt 35 ik B-cL1

VEGFR Jf-fi #f 1fi 45 37 4= . VEGF-A M5 A (IC.,=10.5 pmol) WX, i B i% VEGF-B £k 4

50

DIRER AR AT . H AT R Z A [ VEGFR B2k BLLUIK Peptide 1 02 — i B A7 1 #5379 48 )

4 ELISA 3&#M Peptide 1 #1%] VEGF/VEGFR1
AEHHZLE
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VEGF/VEGFR 45 09 2 BRI 5 . 608 8 1.
o M 3G FE RN 40 M AE 8 S 5 IR W] A SC A R Y
Peptide 1 H- A5 B #f 69 $T 10045 B 4E 16 . 50 pmol
WeEE R AT LA 2] 5 FH % 25 9 Avastin — B AE
o AHZ ) &2 & T HYE Y Avastin 1948 H
i, X Al ge 5 AT 89 AE AL A WA G,

Avastin(5 pmol)

\ b2
N A
S S
7y

P \
N

Peptide 1(50 umol)

VEGF-A 255 B 1 8 A8 1 Cn i 98 L o8 R s 1R
Do R A8 ) (1 A2 0 B A5, L 25 ) 2 2 T R
WA A T VEGF-B 780 JJF FLILE v
Fak, T g AL Y A AR & VR, il B
PR RIS G 4E BT VEGF-B IR 2594 38
AN VEGE-A 2541 19 A 2,

Peptide 1(10 umol) Peptide 1(2 pumol)

(a) HUVECHH i 77~ [7] S 56 4H A0 3 5 1 P B

S0

*
*%
F*kk
*k%k

=] Avastin  Peptide | Peptide | Peptide 1
BEFEF  Spmol 50 pmol 10 pmol 2 pmol
(b) FAMHEHEG T E

5 Peptide 1 3 HUVEC F B0 & BE 11 B 2201
T P<<0.05,7 P<C0.01,"" P<C0. 001 FII"™™ P<C0. 0001 #{#i N B & M “ns"Fm A BE,

ns

*k%k ns

i 2 R

200

150

100

HUVECHH 5 2R /%

50

0

¥ Z¥fq  Avastin  Peptide 1
BeopFE BegpFE Sumol 2 pumol
+VEGF

Peptide 1
10 umol

B % {3 SR EE+VEGE
[ Avastin(5 umol)
3 Peptide 1 2 pmol
Peptide 1 10 umol
[ Peptide 1 50 umol

N
.
.
.
§

Peptide 1
50 pmol

6 Peptide 1 #i% HUVEC 20 B3 58 A FE 4K E
" P<C0. 05, P<C0. 01, P<C0. 001 F1™ P<C0. 0001 B A .3, “ns" TR A RE .

Peptide 1 Z L7952 4 th RAR 1Y L-A4
PR 20 1, 7R 9 AT B T I R M 22 e 1 )
U 1 A A S T R0 o 8 i) T g i 2 R o
VETE R R N T ORE YT N AN . S 8258 ml i ik
SER LA E— 25 42 T FLE R, i 40 SR 0 % 3
b D- RV SEFR AR N B0 55 - B, DAKG 58 22 ik

F R T A A O R B [ T
4 BB

A3 M VEGE-B 5 VEGFER 45 4 f
I T — B4l VEGF-B Sef 4t A 5 1 2 v
Peptide 1, % FH B G R 5 EERAZ L2 /K, I i



870 RV T2 40 (AR

2025 4F 53 %

ELISA S5 FI20 i 52 58 53 H1 1% 22 Bk i 58 1] 14 A e
M, BB .

) I BT 26 Z K Peptide 1,4 ALV
9 10. 3%, 4liE=95%,

b)Peptide 1 7] LASB[A#0#] VEGF 5 VEGFR1
gh4 % VEGF/VEGERI ) IC,, 1% 21. 9 pmol,

Peptide 1(50 umol)

0250 pmol [ Peptide 1 £ B HAE S 5 5
pmol B FHYEZ) W Avastin #2331 7E 2~50 pmol Y
& Bl N Peptide 1 LA B AR M1 1% J7 =X 4100
HUVEC 41 g 3% %% ; 50 pmol [ Peptide 1 17 il
HUVEC i i3 #% (9 RE 115 5 pmol #Y FHAE 254
Avastin ¥,

Peptide 1(10 pmol) Peptide 1(2 pmol)

(a) GUHIERE B A
:**
*kk
*kkk
KEkEkK
—

= Avastin
5 umol

Higrdk

Peptide 1 Peptide 1  Peptide 1
50 umol 10 pmol 2 umol

(b) F LKA R RIRER FH -

B 7 Peptide 1 3% HUVEC RT3 B 2200
7 P<0. 05,7 P<C0. 01, P<C0. 001 F1™"" P<C0. 0001 ## H B3 , “ns" TR A TE .

ARICE I CADD 2 A AR5 BT 8 )&
L — AR VEGE-B 455 5 H B A B i Bt
MUAEE AR TG PRI PEZ IR Peptide 1, T A8 BU 4L [i]
PULAE 725 22 JIRA 77 S A A 3l

S 30k
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