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The evolution of bronze patterns in the Shang and

Zhou Dynasties and their cultural mapping
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Abstract: As the core area of Shang and Zhou culture, the central plain region is an important carrier

of the culture of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. Focusing on the bronze patterns of the Shang and Zhou

Dynasties, the article aims to reveal the evolutionary characteristics of bronze patterns from the

perspectives of pattern combination, organizational structure, and decorative style, and to explore their

mapping relationship with Shang and Zhou culture. The research shows that from the early Shang Dynasty

to the late Western Zhou Dynasty, the bronze patterns were influenced by ideological concepts and ritual

systems, and gradually evolved from simple geometric patterns with single-layer strip and two-dimension

continuity to the complex animal patterns with multiple layers and two-dimension or four-dimension

continuity, and then tended to simplified geometric patterns with single-layer strip and two-dimension

continuity. The evolution not only reflects the ancient people’s ideological evolution from totem worship to
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reverence for gods and ghosts, and to the ideological concept of esteeming virtue and protecting people,

but also reflects the profound changes of political background and ideological culture in the Shang and Zhou

Dynasties. To sum up, the study provides reference for the innovative design in modern bronze patterns

and promotes the inheritance and development of Shang and Zhou bronze culture.

Key words: bronze patterns; bronzes of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties; evolution characteristics;

cultural mapping; cultural connotation
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