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The frenzy of failure: A Lacanian interpretation of Baudrillard’s

desire to consume
MENG Zekun, WANG Jian
(Department of Philosophy, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710000, China)

Abstract: The study of desire in consumer society is an important topic in Western Marxism.
Baudrillard and Lacan’s analysis of desire is carried out from the point of view of the symbolic order, desire
is dominated and symbolized by the symbolic order. In the meanwhile, the construction of desire is based
on the example, and the subject desire is actually the desire of the greater other. However, Baudrillard
failed to deeply analyze the problem of " violence" in consumer society. In this paper, " violence" is
integrated into Lacan’s desire diagram, and the study believes that violence is derived from the lack of
symbolic order and the vicariously satisfied the forever lost object of desire, and it supplements the
dialectics of desire in consumer society from the perspective of reality. This article interprets Baudrillard's
consumer desire with Lacan’s psychoanalytic discourse, provides a new perspective for the interpretation of
desire in consumer society, and responds to the deadlock of the disappearance of the subject in Baudrillard's
later thought, which helps to explain the desire of consumer society more comprehensively.
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