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Advances on the role of the SP/NK-1R system in liver fibrosis
LIN Qihao, ZHU Jiayi, YAN Zhibin
(College of Life Sciences and Medicine, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Liver fibrosis is the necessary stage for various chronic liver diseases to develop into
cirrhosis and even liver cancer. Therefore, inhibiting or even reversing liver fibrosis is of great significance
to prevent the deterioration of chronic liver disease. The substance P/Neurokinin-1 receptor (SP/NK-1R)
system plays an important role in many human pathophysiological processes, including inflammation,
oxidative stress and apoptosis. Recent studies have shown that the SP/NK-1R system is involved in the
physiological and pathological regulation of liver fibrosis, and NK-1R antagonists inhibit the progression of
fibrosis. The SP/NK-1R system antagonists may provide a solution for the clinical treatment of liver
fibrosis. This article summarizes the role of the SP/NK-1R system in liver fibrosis, and the research
progress of SP/NK-1R system drugs. so as to provide a theoretical basis for targeting SP/NK-1R as a way
to treat liver fibrosis.

Key words: liver fibrosis; substance P; neurokinin-1 receptor; neurokinin-1 receptor antagonists; SP/
NK-IR system
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B s [N 26 R 4 i) 2 b R IR 4 i
(Hepatic stellate cells, HSC), 5% ECM i & 1
5 U AT eI SR IR JTE I 2540 522 i JHFJFE 1) 1
g, AR W R TR Al F i vl 3 1y R
NG 2E R R i AL 2 e, ™ e
N, AR, 2 RA 200 Z B EET S
RT-EF Ak / AFRE AL AR SC R IT ROE i B T LR A 2%
LA™ 35 2023 FEEHAT ST SeiT, o E LT
bR 1020, A2 AR 1 A 3, SR T
H Al R 38 B A #EAEET X HEF 4E AL RIR T 259
HSC Jy MR 4 ) 7 o 240 L o P D 400 P
B 5% ~8% 5= ECM 19 EZ A i, 7
IEFIEOUT s HSC AL T RS i s e i 4 /5
HSC M 11 2 B 434k Ay sy B2 36 B 04 AR 22 1
PR AL WURLET 24 200 A 2 Y, WL R 2T 4 240 o R
JORE ) ECM., 32U 555 ECM i iR R 5
R STFHESE R AT BE A IR , S BURFhaE R . 78
JFET 4k rh . HSC/ LR ZT 26 40 L 3 A 22 R 43
BT R AT A0 B Sz A S B A AR K
¥ ( Transforming growth factor-8, TGF-8)/
SMAD, Hedgehog ifi # #1 Wnt/B-catenin i #% 55,
I A% 52 U5 5 3 3 SR A R S B T A2 AR
( Peroxisome
PPARs) Ml X 324K (Liver X receptors, LXRs) %%,
SRY-& )& 11 9 (Sex-determining region Y-box
9, SOX9). GATA 45 & & H 4 (GATA binding
protein 4,GATA4) ZEfE S N1, w4 Bk-1 2
& (Neurokinin-1 receptor, NK-1R) 42 i Ik SZ A& %
TR —F G ERFBIRAZ AR, B T TETE 24 Kk S5
PIF A% 356 I JE v & 4428 AR A1, Mok R 2 9 Bt
SER I NK-1R 16 SFHERRS th R B ZAE A T
1 22 52 JEA 22 | RIS 28 RN K RE A 28 S P AT
PR 2 25 4t 37 fif 25 Ik P 4 5T (Substance P, SP)
. SP 52K NK-1R 255 Jm 5 — 2 41 Az il B
TRE  ALHESOAE 4 B 1 A A A T A R TS P A
/B2 B BK 3% #R-1 (Substance P/Neurokinin-1
receptor. SP/NK-1R) 24 &L i & N JH-£4F 4 fb &
R AT ZAKS . ARSCH SP/NK-IR R4
TENFEAEAL i A AR T B IT 2338, O SP/NK-1R
RYAENIGIT A4k 0 58 S SR AR F R A

1 SP/NK-1R 24

SP K H: NK-1R 24 (BRI 1 =248
V2 oA T FLsh ) i A RN A R 22 R G (RS

proliferators-activated receptors,

B HER L SCIRAA I 5 R R B0 B AEAE Tl
MU N S 0B LA L B il W PRAEBETE it 41 21
PR R 0 AS [r) 24 280 ) 40 33 40 ) . 1973 4E, SP
UCTE S A R I A 2 805 SP o 2 kL i 11 A4
IR TR I W, B FER T 5 A Arg-Pro-Lys-Pro-
Gln-Gln-Phe-Phe-Gly-Leu-Met, #8 % 43 F & & K
13481, SP AL T AR 7 S YL fafk i) TAC-1
FEPR G hs , 280 3 N e 5 L & B 7R L W LR 7
R A R Sl — A R 1 2 11 IR G G B A
LA AT TGP R /N IK S DL 20 W8 R 55 4 s Y
LMY, SP i@ G EAHBEZ K, FE 2
2P K32 1K (Neurokinin receptors, NKRs) , J7 3
TS, AR Z ARG 3 R RIZERY, B
NK-1R,NK-2R, NK-3R, 43 % i TACR1. TACR?2
1 TACR 3 B:H gt , Horpr SP 5 NK-1R Ay 2£ 17
e - I NK-1R RN SP 24K, i+ A3
55 2 SYLERIY) TACR 1 Zfis ) NK-1R & FI 85/ 7E
B A T AR AT A T D EK o R B R X
(Transmembrane, TM1, TM2, TM3., TM4, TM5,
TM6., TM7); SR JiE 45 # Z [0 1 3 > 40 ffg &1 3
(Extracellular loops. ECL1.ECL2,ECL3) £5# %1 3
MU R (Intracellular loops, ICL1,ICL2,1ICL3)
ZEF A ; Hop ECL2 J2—A Bk ey . e I
DI wisE A IE A%, NK-1R S H S5 R = J
WK 1, SP 507 T NK-1R M 4h 45 — FF ] 1 46
178~183 v 4%k (Val-Val-Cys-Met-1le-Glu) 45 &,
NK-1R F5HHI 45516 NK-1R AO55 e = 5 R 4h
sz 7], NK-1R BN EE =35 G AR,
4 SP 5 HAZ iR NK-1R 454 )5 . o # I8 EE C /9%
1L BERERE CHILBENEBENLEK AR 1.4, 5- =R
PSRN L HIh 53X 2 Rk g = 47E 2 — (5 in] 3 5
2 NS L T R O C 1 T R T 2 B R A 2 et
T2 AU 0 25 703 ) L 40 M 19 5 A0 AR AT LN
Sy UAFIAN b LY K L JAE RN S R G
NK-1R fF7EA 2 Fpp A, 4K A (407 NE LR
FEGERY (311 PNRIERR  C 3 96 NRIEMIRIE LT .
ARTR) IV 259 R i 2 S ) 4 AT PR -5 208 % o A A BTG
A LG P RN R e 4 KL SP Y4
B RN HASE A 10 57 . NK-1R @K H9HY C %
AN ZFMEMEEY) , 24 NK-1R 1 C 3 & A R
AR, 51 NK-1R B = /e b S 4 s Sp
UM, KBS S NK-1R BRI P4k, T
KRB0 SP 5 NK-1R 454 (U %1 530 NK-
1R ZARNALAZ I, T2l SP 5 A PR
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B 1 NK-IRZEBGEWHTER

2 SP/NK-1R &4 5F 44k

SP/NK-1R &4t #5 M AT £F defb e i #2 s , 7
JHFEF 2k 58 3 5N BRUTT £ 4 AL B R0 v, SP AT NK-
1R BYFRIXAKE# T I SP/NK-1R R Gi 15
YL KA R R R P R R BT s s
PR B TR A0 B TS b PR 98 i S5 7 L R4S 40 B B
RIS P4 J2 A i Th B 45
2.1 SP/NK-1R RGtAEFERMAFL

HSC RS BN e P 2R ek &k R i rh ol 3
PF. AR HSC 3 35 A 14 5 At B 4k, 5
FEAL A WUSET e 40, 43 0 K & ECML, 20 21 4
B0, Itk S AR B9 HSC & A= P8 T80 % &2 3]
KGR I AT AR LB /Y BT 3E .

SP/NK-1R F %t 5 41l B 1 34 58 F1 i % % V) A
K ad ik SP B E S AN A AT RS L 1 NK-1R
FEPURIN & AR S I VE T, Peng 57 i 1A
AN RE S 88 K ML B 5% & BE . SP AT g gF 2 Fp Al
HSC 2 AT BR800 LX-2 F1 Kk BUIF 22 0% 40 i
HSC-T6) (34 58 75 £k, T 512 £F 2 4k s NK-1R 45
U 1-732138 i id TGF-R1/Smad3 15 = 18 i il
HSC B85 54k » FEARIT T 4EAb bR S ) o 18 WL SN
1 (a-Smooth muscle actin, o-SMA) A1 T 7Y 52 5
H M (Collagen 1) H MR, KV AT
YEH. MAh, SP B LI B BT T-/EH. Zhu 24

AN SP i NK-1R 3% INK/p38 i #8154 il
(IAIE AL HE A KA T T RIR 27 2 AL R
ik NK-1R #5505 1-732138 A] i@ 15 PH#r NK-1R
B R AT, X E W SP/NK-1R &4t
255 [ R A A A 1 5 5 O T A e R L O T A s
SR AN S AL .

2.2 SP/NK-1R RSt $= BT RE & IE /2 B2

PNE T LT b K R i EEL IR sh I &R, R
KE PR 7 0T 75 5 I £ 4 Ak B2 A 19 3 2000 40 il
HSC 3F 1k . Wi LA HSC X REr= A2 & A i, fi T
JE S AE FFEEAFAE  FEET YRR H LB N e & T 5L
FRE R DN I ) S8R SRt A R AT R
IBTET AL R 2 — .

SP/NK-1R £ 4 75 48 i 11 %5 i Hh & ¥ i 22 A
F.SP/NK-1R R G175 T 9 5E A 5 (A, 4RI R -+ 41
F HH 2 A0 A DU R AT AR P RN AH ) BRSO T 2140
Biths - H R Gy AR Mt — 25 B4R, IR T R AE
R, B, SP/NK-1R &4 T/ 3 4%
RE SN AT AR b i &t S R . PR AREZL
Fofi/IN BRI P L0 B 80 v % BB IR 26 SP K
BEAB . Yang Y EV T NEHEA A BT
/N BRI AT AR BU A BN SP R FH . &5 3 &% B . SP
JE s TN B A Kaffer ZHEP H4HEAN X 6
(Interleukin-6, I1-6 ) 1 i 8 3K FE [N F o ( Tumor
necrosis factor-as TNF-a) 18 57Wh A AT 3 22 PR 1 R
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iE . M AL NK-1R #5071 a7 f SP a9 42 & A H 1H
%, NK-1R #5#07#] CP-96.345 F1 1.-733, 060 j# i
BELIKE NK-1R #1] TNF-o #1 IFN-y %335, 84 i (4
A& 10 (Interleukin-10, IL-10) ZE H1 K& K F 1Y
FeAe DL R IS 28 (Lipopolysaccharide , LPS) 75
S D -2 FURE R SO0 RGO RS )
it WP 9E A R AE 4B E 95 (Cluster of differentiation
95,CDIS) HLIF I TNF-a A~ 98 TP 451 40 45 A
H R BT AL 25 SR B TS SP/NK-1R R4t
T FF 40 8 145 5 it NK-1R 475 30570 410 i B e
PR R 20 R 7 S N L L AR BB YR T R AR
VR 308 10 400 60 T 7 2 A 5 a0k — 25 (R AL S F 9 6
B, SP Al i 1% Akt/NF-«B {5 5 i & 3 R 5E X
R, LPS IS F AT f NK-1R Rk T,
1M NK-1R 32 & 45 1 77 B B VT I ( Aprepitant) i i
BELIBT NK-1R #0] NF-«B {5 5 18 #, 0 5 10 i NF-
kB $ ] BT (IeBe) BERR f M L p65 #5537 . NF-
kB ¢ E IS L U2 R 40 M R A AL TR 8 o
Wh L B LR B S AEVE L eAh . B AT LT
FEFH NK-1R FE KA 5" 3 X 38 5 7 NF-«B 25
AL TR NF-«B {5 5l #% X ] %5 3 NK-1R
(P E T, o — 25 (8 0 B A7 7, BELIT A i e 1
NK-1R 5 NF-«B Z [8]JE B IE K580 » B R
TRAE SR R, ] SP/NK-1R &R 48 0]
A 0 5] 4 A I IO A VR R I AT ik, Kim 265 B
R RN EE 454 (Common bile duct ligation.,
CBDL) #L # b, SP 0] ;= A fp 21 4k {1k 36 55, £ bl
TGF-B1 ik, Collagen T ik 55 . 3 i 4> J& & H
fitg O L] [T A1 ofi) Ay 98 R F 40 4 455 18 7 98 i
R, SP#Edis I+ 1L-10 KRR 48 5 X+
TNF-o 3K, FIJERIE T M T gifa iK1, B4
kI £ A PR iF S N R iE— 2051 AT 2%
V5 BRI R P T2 PR AR B PEAG SP X T &1 41k
FIYER R & B SP il b IH Akt/GSK-38 #4 i
e BH1E 2 BT 0 28 A0 7 38 EL BT P53 473 D T ik 22
HFEF Al i) &
2.3 SP/NK-1R R4t EE MR ThEE

HR Y7 8052 B S O 7T ER R R AN S R HF
Y A5 1 RS 58 0E , I8 25 5 RS LA JIE 47 400 JHa 34 5 I
JIRAS? 186 A= SRR 9 IR B N 5 Y AR 1 IR A ST 5
I8 ORI i8i 1 o o i AR P | O B S K
YA T AT BE R R IRT IF AR 4E AL T 7E Rl A,
45 F, (Bile duct ligation, BDL) B J& —Fh g2 37 52
B S ITLF A i) e BRI Y . B ST R, X R4

FAEE s NS 300 iR A Ak IR 46 T I R A
BDL /] B8 &l i SP Al NK-1R ) 38 35 7K F FF
B BRI A B SP BT I NK-1R {22
PR U R ) RS 4 B 388 50 O 5 1 R B R /K 7
BN B A (Protein kinase A, PKA) # fig
k.51 % TR eF g b ad A" 5 e NK-1R b
(NK-1R™7) BRI BL/N B RRAS 20 i o . PKA
PR Ak 2% 15 FRARK . 7] Fs) 24 S A 348 %8 200 B AZ: B0 i 3 ik [
iK™, Bang 5" A3 T % NK-1R %} BDL /)N
SR SZ I , 25 3 8 /R 7E NK-1R ™/~ BDL /N LAY FF I
BEAS T, REAS 41 A 3 58 2 B30 i BT £ 41k
Collagen I Fl o-SMA 2R IKFEA , RIBH AT 1075 5
ALY 2 KRR R TR BR NK-1R 7] LLEk
LA iR, 2424 &M 2 (Multidrug
resistance protein 2, Mdr2) @& (Mdr2™"7) A9/ B
DRLRE 1 9 1 dle = i S B5O0E 9 T B A — b JHE g 5
IV B A Mdr2 ™ T /NG IR ST
JEE A SP A NK-1R B9 #3838 70 ; T Y SPfif it
A EAE? o R D DL AR 384 hn = 4 4 4k s R bR
NK-1R 5% L-733,060 %} NK-1R #1725 Hi27FH
Wral 3 2 38 i HSC 5 32 Ak /D IS 48 Jifd Y 5 2 3
FERFLT4Eqk S, 185 SengmFoe b, WF S N B 1 ik
Fr Mdr2™ ™ /N ERUBIRY AR A A i) NK-1R A T
NK-1R™™ /Mdr2™ ~ B R i R /s R Y, & B 7E
TR e T 45 0T 2T 4 A0 A5 3 Pl 35, 2 W
NK-1R 38 13 5 F2Z A0 o W A TGE-B (B¢
WOk I B AP LT 4L
2.4 SP/NK-1R R A= =N K AN EE
TEIE & AR, BF52 N B2 4 (Liver sinusoidal
endothelial cells, LSEC) 5844 , 41 i 22 [RI 47 1E B
fL. fdFEAY LSEC it 5543 W R F (L —E L&D
fe#k HSC 4b T EARE . TRL a4 E . LSEC
KREGIFLHBAMEA, X LEMELDY
LSEC AgERH1E HSC 3G » it — 2D AR BE 4 4k
FA RS, HAT. 2T SP/NK-1R RS R AFEN
S ANIHRE B S 80, B RESE A B B as L e
AR 2 9 SP K5 LSEC 2k 2 i fL i Al
LSEC TJRE I ; M b dmts SP 3L [H J5 , LSEC %
BRI REVK &2 1F %7, $2 7% SP 1E AT 21 4k Ak F1 -6 4L
FNAYT il EEAE AT AR . 8 B ST IR GE -
SP Al 38 3 E AL A/ AN A K R (5 5 B AR 4
LSEC %532 TNF i F19 25 N 845, 9F B SP
AJ DL 2 8 S AN R S R AR LSEC Rz /iH
TR A S 0 A0 M R 3 L X B SP T B 1k LSEC
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DIRESS I DT T 27 4 Ak ot e . SP/NK-1R %
GRS SE N B AT e TR AR

3 SP/NK-1R ZZHIAYWHARIHE

HHT. &%) SP/NK-1R R4 O & th Z fds bt
R AN T AW Z R 90k o 7450, Hid
IR N TACEYIA Aprepitant AR ILIH BT
PLIH 45, Aprepitant J& 2% — 3 FDA #ib#E b i iy
NK-1R #5552 0 G Y0, Al LU & 2048 NK-1R 19
F5 T3 SP W& A, i xF NK-1R 7= A= K51 A4 4
HVEH G R TI6 97 B i e s Ak y7 2595 | & 1
At AR & v L MK ak R, AR vb UG 3
Aprepitant BRI 254, 38 o Bk E S IR - H S
Mk Aprepitant AWM, BT TIHI7 0T
WAk s 52 FHZG AT 51 R (43R & O A g, 22
FHF kst % Aprepitant i 52 HEAS B -5, % $r
DEIH 58 — 10 i e M ) NK-1R #5517, 5 40 0
2R fi AT ) Sk ek T AR T R B O R
wk L AT ORI e ik e B e e R BRI
ZHN BV 240 T I R A 58 1 NK-1R #5905
/N4y F, SR140333%7, 1-732138 1 CP-96345
A0l T s NK-1R /N T35 47079 3 i A7 7 7K
VS 2 ARG LA W R R ARG 1 [ A, T AR
AR S 790 A T SR BIA YT R BT T A I 25 vk
T 24 0 20 K 50 RE RIS 7 AR AR L 398 Jn 25 90 10 17 fo
P $2 = 2 e T R e e, S 2 P A 4 A A
A=) B S DT B s 2 0 B A LSRR
5K FINE Ry — B LI & 98 01 (R 25386 1% 3R
W k7 60 55 B 41 e AL AR N B & o e 16 97
g, Li &0 3T % W] R (Hyaluronic acid.s
HA) FITH B K iR (Glycyrrhetinic acid. GA) &1 11
REW, W T —Fo g Bii& CUR-Aprepitant/
HA& GA-LPs. i8R T LI Aprepitant 4 2iLi$
& BT A i1k X 38 A Aprepitant $ll ] HSC 7%
SANIES ik A3

S AP R I R RS 2RSS A
B8 SRR TE PSS A A2 R DT RS AZ (45T Uie i
(ESE5, H, FF & SP B2 5 SP 3547k
454y NK-1R, % T IE SP/NK-1R R4 /5 514 1% A
AEEDT L., Hart ok 24 SP 24, W
Seckl ZUY B4t A L TSP # 2K L # [ DArgl,
DPhe5, DTrp7, 9, Leull | SP (AntD) #1[ Arg6,
DTrp7.9, MePhe8] SP(6-11) (AntG) , A #4055
SP fEN I Z R AR R M 2 R E A . Krolicki 28

3 R Rl i 52 Bl - SP 2 ] LUIE K 5 3¢
i NK-1R B E WA, BT LR SP/NK-1R &
G2 5 IF A A IR 45 O &R X SEFH T SP/NK-1R %
Gt 090y A SN BT 4R IG TT UL S

4 & iF

LT AL RN S8 B0 22 R R HLH N G5 B A
A BT FBA R A%k 7™ EE il N A (1) 9
Z— BTG PR 138 A gt H 3697 I 4 44k
259 B LAFR -4 5 L i 80 T 4F dE AL 76 97 3R
BT T BHLLE A 1 e R 2 A B AT R L, SP/
NK-1R RG240 40 T A sl 4 R4 AR 44,
TESE T SAE T LR TP 4 1 rh R 45
PR IRAERFSEIESE SP/NK-1R £ 4 75 AP 21 4k
ek B TR S S SR 2R A
P3G £k L 9808 S I L EAS 400 i A0 52 N B 40 i o g
%, M SP/NK-1R REe45 075 v] el - 21 41k
Rt SP/NK-1R R84l HL 8 77 B9 B JF 41 2 b
Ao R LE 19 VR ML i AN S 2 L R ORI oY
N AFRTT SP/NK-1R £ 40 )8 4% I 47 44k & ' 1
BLRSFALH] IF25 5 PR A e 7 | 25 B) 4% Sl 2755
SeERAR IR SP A NK-1R 16 £F 4E 4k 4 J'é A [
B BL D e F3e R 2R 4k . DT A I &1 2 A 25 W it
UL R

S Rk
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