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A study of the "portrait" picture in the illustrated Peony Pavilion
in the Ming and Qing dynasties:Centered on the preface

engraving of Shilinjushi
LI Bi, WU Qiang
(School of Art and Design. Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The image content, compositional layout and dissemination path of the illustrated version of
Peony Pavilion in the Ming and Qing dynasties contain a wealth of cultural functions and meanings, but
not much research has been done on the specific illustrations in Peony Pavilion in the academic world.
This paper takes the "portrait” picture as the study target and analyzes the content and evolution of the
illustrations in different versions. It is found that, the classicality and originality of the Shilinjushi version
of the "portrait" illustrations are reflected in the creative concept of Du Liniang’s unique mode of "triple
portraits", as well as in the fact that the illustrations were constantly imitated and reproduced in later
works; the creation and rewriting of different versions of "portrait" illustrations in the Ming and Qing
dynasties reflected the cultural interest and aesthetic sense of a particular period, as well as the
understanding of different groups of people of the text of the opera. With a long tradition of illustration
creation, we can further explore the development and artistic value of ancient opera illustrations by
examining the evolution of illustrations from the comparison of the same series of "portrait" drawings.

Key words: Peony Pavilion; illustration; preface engraving of Shilinjushi; Chinese opera;

classicality; visuality
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