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Ethics risk and response in the metaverse
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(School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract; In 2021, the metaverse, as one of the most popular topics promoted by capital and tech
companies, attracted widespread attention in society. The nature, value and ethical risks of the metaverse
are still under analysis, definition and elucidation. From the theoretical origin, the metaverse is a cyber
world parallel to the physical world; from the essence of technology, the metaverse is an internet
application and a new social form that combine multiple forms of technology; in axiology, the five
"transcendences” of the metaverse build a new form of "the Third World" with virtual and real linkage and
parallel interaction and the development of the metaverse is an inevitable choice for technology and human
civilization; from the point of view of ethical risk, the metaverse will encounter a series of difficulties,
such as Collingridge's dilemma, decentralization, mental disorientation, avatars and virtual infringement.
Therefore, it is an urgent choice to propose a response path of humanistic spirit injection and responsible
innovation in response to potential ethical risks. No matter what the ultimate development of the
metaverse will be, reflection on values and ethics is necessary.
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