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From "true education" to "new education”: On Chen Duxiu’s

educational ideas during the May Fourth Period
CUI Jiayuan, LI Lu
(School of Marxism, Shaanxi University of Science & Technology, Xi'an 710021, China)

Abstract: Education is an important link in the transformation of national character and society during
the May Fourth Period. During the May Fourth Period, Chen Duxiu's educational philosophy underwent

an evolution from " true education" to "new education”. During this process, he made choices about
domestic education reform: in terms of the guiding ideology, he suggested people should held high the
banner of democracy and science, and advocate the Western institutional model; with regard to the
educational policy, pragmatism should be used for reference to promote the effectiveness of education; as
for the subject of education, people should expand the scope of objects, draw on socialist ideas, and
transform towards civilian education. Chen Duxiu’s educational philosophy is a product of a specific era and
has certain limitations, but it also provides important impetus for promoting national liberation. The study
of Chen Duxiu’s educational ideas during the May Fourth Period can provide important reference for the
educational practice of Chinese Communists.
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