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|ldentity construction of silver-haired Internet

celebrities in short videos on Douyin
XUE Menghan, JING Xiaoping
(School of Foreign Studies, Nanjing University of Science & Technology, Nanjing 210094, China)

Abstract: Based on the theory of pragmatic identity, the present study of short videos set in family
scenes and released by silver-haired Internet celebrities on Douyin shows that in short videos, silver-haired
Internet celebrities construct various family identities including instructors, caregivers and mediators,
followed by many personal identities—talkers and a small number of social identities—product promoters.
Besides, the study finds that the identity construction of silver-haired Internet celebrities is closely related
to short video creation needs, the family role of the elderly and the influence of new media technology on
the elderly: firstly, the wonderful and diverse video content lays the foundation for constructing rich
identities; secondly, the role of the elderly in the family gives the initiative of silver-haired Internet
celebrities to construct their family identities; finally, new media technology has greatly promoted the self-
discourse presentation and social participation of the elderly in the digital world.

Key words: identity construction; silver-haired Internet celebrities; short videos on Douyin;

pragmatic identity theory; discursive practice
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