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Applying local grammar in second language teaching:
A case study of health metaphor in academic discourse of

economics and management
ZHANG Lei', TONG Fuzhi®, XIONG Ziyi'
(1. School of Languages and Media, Anhui University of Finance &. Economics, Bengbu 233030,
China; 2. School of Foreign Studies, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: In this study., we use local grammar. an approach in Corpus Linguistics for the analysis of
semantic elements in phraseologies, to analyze the meanings and their arrangements in the phraseologies of
health metaphor in academic discourse of the economics and management discipline. The results show that
the retrieved 198 health metaphor phraseologies can be analyzed as 14 local grammar patterns.
corresponding to different discourse functions. The study firstly indicates that local grammar, with its
precise and visual language description method, can clearly reveal the semantic regularities of the language
of health metaphor in the academic discourse of the economics and management discipline. Furthermore,
local grammar has the potential to provide a new perspective and specific content for second language (1.2)
metaphor teaching: focusing on specific types of metaphorical language and making meaning expressing the
core of metaphor teaching. Finally, the local grammar patterns provide learners with systematic lexical-
semantic resources to effectively express metaphorical meanings.
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