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Power discourse and paratext manipulation of patronage in

English translations of Lu Xun’s novels
MAO Wenjun, FU Mingduan , XUE Yufeng
(School of Foreign Language Studies, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: The study on patronage’s power discourse of different publishing institutions would be
helpful to dialectically understand paths of literary translation and profile the social communication
attribute and production attribute of translation. From the perspective of patronage framework. the study
compares publishing bodies conducting in different English versions of Lu Xun's novels, as well as their
power discourse and manipulation featured in paratexts. Translation by Yang Xianyi and Gladys B. Tayler
belongs to the path of publicity translating in which patronages explicitly narrate their discourse while the
translator is invisible. Translation by William A. Lyell belongs to the path of academic translating in
which patronages mainly support the translator to narrate academic discourses. Translation by Julia Lovell
belongs to the path of commercial translating in which patronages and the translator get coordinated in
narrating paratext discourses so as to fully attract public readers. The paratext discourses of three
translations reflect the respective advantages of different paths paths of Chines literature translating and
publishing. The publicity translating path ensures the truth of discourse narrative and the construction of

Chinese cultural image. The academic translation path constructs the reputation of Chinese literature
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among overseas professional readers via discourse interpretation. The commercial translating path helps to

open up the mass reader market through guiding paratext discourse. The characteristics and advantages of

translating paths with different patronages enlighten Chinese literature translation to uphold fundamental

principles, break new ground and promote overseas communication of Chinese culture via diversified

discourse narrative methods.

Key words: publishing institutions; literary translating; novels by LLu Xun; patronage; paratexts
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