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On Mori Syuntou’s acceptance of Chen Wenshu and the

construction of his poetic image
XIONG Xiao
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Finance and Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Chen Wenshu, a poet from Hangzhou in Qing Dynasty, was famous for his xianglian
poems. His construction of tomb and ancestral temple for the three ladies of West Lake was regarded as
the move" to repair the sky' . which all had a great effect on Japanese poet Mori Syuntou. Mori Syuntou
has developed his interest in amorous poems since he was young. He also repeatedly used the image of
" repair the sky' in his poems, and further positioned himself as a poet who can repair the" love sky' with
his writing. In the poem Shi Mo Zi Yong, Mori Syuntou announced his poetic propositions by the
criticizing of™ demon of poem' to him from others, obtained the support of his peers, and then professed
himself to be" the master of love sky' . At this point, the construction of his image in the poetic circle was
completed. Chen Wenshu's influence in the Chinese poetic circle of Meiji Period also reached its peak. The
trend of creation led by Mori Syuntou largely has conformed to the development trend of Chinese poetic
circle since modern times in Japan. It has also affected the novelists such as Mori Ogai and NagaiNagai
Kafa, and the significance of literary history can be examined at multiple levels.

Key words: Mori Syuntou; Chen Wenshu; amorous poem; image in poetic circle; acceptance;
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