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Toward posthuman: Donna Haraway’s cyborg theory in Neuromancer
XIA Qiong . LIU Yu
(College of International Studies, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Neuromancer depicts a cyber world, which reflects the human society in the post-technology
era. The cyborg image and the cyberspace in the novel anticipate the posthuman form and their living
context respectively. The concept of " cyborg' develops from a military term to a cultural term. Finally,
Donna Haraway officially proposes it as a theoretical tool. Cyborg deconstructs traditional human subject
and reconstructs a new subject of the posthuman by breaking boundaries between organism and machine,
between human and animal, and between the physical and the unphysical. Mechanical cyborgs.,
biotechnological cyborgs and cyberspace in Neuromancer indicate that technology is capable of changing
human self~cognition and living environment, demonstrate the fusion of these three boundaries, show the
unified opposites of cyborg, and become the possibility of the new posthuman subject. Also, Gibson’s
warning for the human condition is of great significance for the current society.
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