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Song Lian’s contribution to the diplomacy in the early Ming Dynasty
LIAN Delan .CHEN Changyun
(College of Literature, Hualyin Normal University, Huai'an 223300, China)

Abstract: At the beginning of the Ming Dynasty, the diplomatic achievements attracted worldwide
attention by perfecting the diplomatic system and establishing a new international relation. In addition to
Zhu Yuanzhangs (Emperor Taizu of Ming Dynasty) efforts, it's worth noting that the Founding Minister
Song Lian also played an important role in the diplomacy in early Ming Dynasty. As an important minister
and Confucianism master, he also served as an adviser to the emperors, took active part in foreign policy-
making, drafted diplomatic edicts, and took charge of the foreign affairs. As a famous writer and cultural
ambassador, he was well known both at home and abroad in the political, literary and religious circles,
closely contacted with foreign ministers, religious figures, cultural celebrities, and enjoyed a high
reputation. With his political prestige and moral writings, Song Lian made important contributions to the
establishment diplomatic principles in the early Ming Dynasty, the construction of a complete diplomatic
system and the optimization of diplomatic methods, and vigorously promoted the development of political
diplomacy and cultural exchanges in the early Ming Dynasty.

Key words: Song Lian; political diplomacy in the early Ming Dynasty; cultural exchange; historical contribution
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